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MNpoénoyos

OoiKos Tou ekbikou Mewpyiou, dnws teAikd eival opBoTEPO
va ovopdzetal 1o peyanonpengs ktipio dutkd s Paol-
Aikns A, yvwotd otnv éws tpad PiBAioypagia ws «Baoino-
onito», «Eniokoneio» n «Eniokonikd Méyapo» kal npéoeata
ws «[Mandu», NABE ev Y€peEl OTO PWS KATA TS AVACKAPES TOU
Anegavopou Oinadenpéws, nou dieEhxBnoav und v alyida
s ev ABnvais Apxaiodoyikns Etaipeias, ous apxés s OeUte-
pns dekaetias tou 200u aiwva. Otav 1o 1913 o ®inadeApeus
apxizel v avaokagn «tou Kolvds kanoupévou Baaiddoni-
Tou», anokanuntel 10 nepIoTUAIo Kal EIKAZEl apxikd Ou npoé-
Kertal yia nAovoia €énaudn h avakiopo, xwpis va anokneiel
Kal tnv tavtuon tou pe ayopd. AUo xpdvia apyotepa avagepel
ou npoKeital «nepi cuvapous Npos v anokanupBeioav Ba-
oifikAv oikobopnhs kal &n MntponoinukoU Meydpou». Ano-
kaduntel ta endpeva émn Baupdola yneidwtd 6dneda ous
ot0és Tou neplotuniou, avépeoa ota onofa Kal autd pe v
eniypaen + EMITEQPTIOY EKAIKQY, kar tedikws eykataneinel
n SiEPEUVNON TOU, EMNIKEVIPWVOLEVOS OTNV avaokaph tns Ba-
oifikhs B. Ektote 0 xWpos €ixe eykataneipOei, pe anoténeoua,
otav 10 1961 o Avaotdoios OpAdvdos oxedidzel tnv kKatoyn
WV €peINiwV Tou KUopatos, va pn diaowzetal nAgov oxedov
tinota and w yneidbwtd 6dneda.

H onpepivh eikéva tou €CalpetkoU autoU pvnpeiou ogeife-
10l anokAEIOUKA OUS CUCTNPATKES EPYACIES yia TNV €peEuva,
NV Npocotacia kal v avadeiEn tou, ol onoies Eekivnoav ous
QPXES TOU alwva pas and v Eniotnpovikn Enitponn NiKo-
nofns, uno v npogdpia tou k. Kwvotavtivou Zdxou. Me us
peBobIKeEs kal noAUxpoves autés epyacies anooapnvioBnke
TeAIKMS N Xxpnon tou Ktiopatos, dianiotwOnkav ol oikodoui-
Kés Tou QAoels, Kabws kal n didpkKela s xphons tou. Mpo-
Kertal yia noAuteAn pwpaikd oiko (domus), o onoios katafay-
Bavel ondkANPo olkobopIkd TETPAywVOo Kal avantiooetal O
diagpopa enineda, oto xapunAd Adeo dutkd s BaciAikns A.
Mapoucidzel daibanmdn kdtown kar NepiAapBAavel oTous Xwm-
POUS TOU Kal US KAOPOPOOKEMEIS KATAOKEUES OTO MPAVES TOU
Adpou, yvwotes ws «Bayéviar. O eNIPEPOUS XMPOI TOU Ofkou
neplypdeovtal d1e§odikd otov napdvia oo, 1o idio Kal ol
O16(POoPES 0IKOOOUIKES PATEIS KAl UETAOKEUES KATA TN OIGPKEId
NS XpNons tou, n onoid pe Bdon ta avaokapikd 6edopéva,
Eexiva and 1o beltepo pIod tou 1ou aldva Kal ouvexizetal
niBavotata €ws TS Apxés Tou 7ou almva. Evdiagpépov eivar éu
O€ €Noxn Nou TonoBeteital Petd ta péoa tou 4ou aiva o of-
KOs nepiépxetal otov €kOIko ts NoANns Mewpylo, a&iwpatouxo,
otnv appodIéTNTa Tou 0noiou ATav N NPOCTAsCia Twv NoAItwY
anod s KATtaxpNoEels Tns KEVIPIKNS §ouaias, dNws PApTUpEi n

he domus of the ekdikos Georgios, as the magnificent

building west of Basilica A is more rightly called —it was
known up until now in the bibliography as the “Vasilo-
spito”, the “Episkopeio” or “Bishop’s Palace” and more
recently as the “Palace”- came partly to light during ex-
cavations by Alexandros Philadelpheus, carried out under
the aegis of the Archaeological Society at Athens early in
the second decade of the 20th century. When Philadel-
pheus began excavation in 1913 of the building “com-
monly called the Vasilospito”, he revealed the peristyle
and initially presumed it was a rich villa or palace, without
excluding its identification as an Agora. Two years later,
he noted that it was a "building related to Basilica which
has been uncovered, and was the Bishop’s Palace". During
ensuing years he uncovered splendid mosaic floors in the
peristyle’s porticos, including that containing the inscrip-
tion + EMI FTEQPTIOY EKAIKQY, before finally abandoning
further exploration to focus on the excavation of Basilica
B. Since then the site had lain abandoned, with the result
that when Anastasios Orlandos drew the ground plan of
the building in 1961 almost nothing remained preserved
of its mosaic floors.
The modern-day picture presented by this exceptional
monument is owed to systematic research, protection, and
enhancement work begun early in this century by the Sci-
entific Committee of Nicopolis under President Konstan-
tinos Zachos. Through methodical work over many years,
the use of the building was finally clarified and its building
phases and lifespan were identified. It was a luxurious Ro-
man house (domus) which occupied an entire city block (in-
sula) and extended over a number of levels on the low hill
west of Basilica A. It presents a labyrinthine ground plan
and included among its spaces the vaulted structures on
the slopes of the hill known as the “Vayenia”. The house’s
individual spaces are described in detail in this volume, as
are its building phases and alterations during the period it
was in use, which on the basis of excavation evidence be-
gan in the second half of the 1st century AD and probably
continued until the early 7th. Interestingly, at some time
after the mid-4th century, the house came into the posses-
sion of Georgios, the city’s ekdikos, (an official responsible
for protecting citizens from abuses by central authority), as
the relevant inscription testifies. The Committee’s work on
this monument also included uncovering a significant part
of the road and drainage network of Nicopolis deployed

Foreword
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oxeukn eniypaen. O1 epyacies s ENITPONNs 0to OUYKEKPIYE-
vo pvnpeio ouvéBanav enions otnv anokdduyn onpavukou
TWAPATos Tou 08IkoU Kal anoxeteutikou diktiou tns Nikono-
Ans nou avantooetal yUpw and tov oiko. O1 dpdpol, PHETaty
TwV onoiwv Kal n KeVIpIKN aptnpia ts néAns pe kateUBuvon
A-A, o decumanus maximus, KaBs kal o1 KGBeToI o AUTOV
cardines 6latnpouv 10 NAAKOCTPWTO 00OCTPWUA TOUS.

‘OAa autd ta véa otoixeia Nou €xouv NPokKUYel aglonolouvial
pe tnv napddoon tou épyou oto t€Aos tou 2015, kabiotvias
Tov 0iko Tou €kbikou TEwpyiou Kal ToV XMPO Mou Tov Mepl-
Banner 6xi andws npooRdoiyo otous eniokéntes, anad Kal
EUXAPIOTO KAl «avayvoolpo». Kal autd, xapn ous CUVEXEIS
KOl TEKUNPIWEVES EQYAOIES OTEPEWONS, ANOKATAOTAoNS Kal
avadeigns tou, Petay twv onoiwv Kal N avaotnAwaon TPImV
KIGVWY TOU NEPICTUNIOU TOU 0iKOU, N KATAoKEUN nepippatns,
n dnuioupyia diadpopns eNIOKENTMY Kal N tonoBémnaon evn-
HEPWTKMV avadutik®V Mivakidwv yia v Iotopia kal Ta enipé-
POUS TUNPATA TOU PVNUEioU.

H avédeign éAou autol Tou xPou eNITEUXBNKE [E TN OUVENN
kar iAdupn epyacia nodunAnBous npoownikou, ENICTNUO-
VIKOU KaI €PYATOTEXVIKOU. L€ OAOUS EKPPAzZwW TS BEPUES ou
euxaploties. Avanioyes euxapioties aneubuvw Kal otov ouy-
ypa@éa autou tou Bifniou, k. Eudyyeno Maunidn, o onoios
gixe kal tnv euBUVN twv apxalofoyikwy gpyaciayv, Kab' énn
n OIGPKEIa TOU €pyou.

Euxapiot, enions, s K.K. NikoAéta Bandkou, téws dieubu-
vipla kal Edeva Kouvtoupn, vuv dieuBuvipia ts AiedBuvons
Mpoiotopikwv kal KAaoikwv Apxalothtwy yia th otnpien Kal
NV apwyn Tous, KaBws Kai Tov eNikepanhs Tou €pyou, nonit-
K& pnxaviké K. Mavayion Kpokida yia tn oupfonn tou otnv
nopeia kal oAokANPWON WV EPYACIV.

Ma  oupfonn tous otnv ékboon autoU Tou MovAPATOS €K-
PPhzw TS €UXAPIOTIES OU OTOV EMICTNHOVIKG €MIPEANTA K.
Kwvotavtivo Zdxo kal tnv unelBuvn yia To ouvioviopod, ap-
xaioddyo k. Mapia Kapapnd.

Euyevia Xankida
Mpoedpos Eniotnpovikhs Enitponns NikénoAns

around the house. The roads, which included the city’s
main E-W street, its decumanus maximus, as well as the N-S
streets running perpendicular to it, the cardines, preserve
their paved surfaces.

All this new evidence has been taken advantage of with
the project’s delivery in late 2015, making the House of
the Ekdikos Georgios and its surroundings not only acces-
sible to visitors but pleasant and “legible”. This is thanks
to the continuous and documented work of consolidation,
restoration, and enhancement, including the restoration of
three of the house’s peristyle columns, the construction
of fencing, the creation of a visitors’ tour route, and the
installation of detailed informational signs concerning the
history and individual parts of the monument.
Enhancement of the entire site was achieved by the con-
sistent and conscientious work of a multitude of scientific
and technical staff.

My warm thanks go to all these individuals. Similar thanks
go to the author of this volume Evangelos Pavlidis, who
was responsible for excavations throughout the project.

| also thank Nikoletta Valakou, former Director of the Di-
rectorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities and cur-
rent Director Elena Kountouri for their support and assis-
tance, as well as the project leader civil engineer Panagiotis
Krokidas for his contribution to the course and completion
of work.

And finally, | express my thanks to editor Konstantinos L.
Zachos and to archaeologist Maria Karampa, who was re-
sponsible for project coordination.

Eugenia Chalkia
President, Scientific Committee of Nicopolis
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NikonoAn 16pUBnke and tov Oktafiavéd Alyoucoto, oe

av@pvnaon tns vikns Tou evavua otov Aviivio kal tnv Kie-
ondtpa ot vaupaxia tou Aktiou (31 n.X.). To véo adoukd ké-
VIPO ouvoikiotnke and nAnBuopous nou petagépOnkav anod
6uopes ennnvikés nodNels Kal xdpn ota NPovouid Nou tou €€a-
opdnioe o 16pUTNS Tou, ONws OXeTKN GIOIKNTKA autovopia,
poponoyikés aténeles, NPOvOUIo KOMNS VOUIOUATwWY, EKTETA-
pévn xwpa (territorium), cuvéBane otnv OIKOVOUIKN KAl KOIVW-
VIKA avékapyn s eupUtepNs NepIoxns, N onoia Bpliokétav o
napakpn. Xnv npodBeon tou 16pUTh va ouvdEoel T véa NoAn
pe 1o évdboto eNAnvikd napenBov ogeifetal n avadiopydvw-
on v Aktiwy, ta onoia anod tonikoi aymves twv AKapvAavwy
avadeixBnkav oe ayves 104§I0Us Twv apxaiwv naveAAnviwy
Kl anéKoav GRpn €ws Us e0XATES NS autokpatopias. Ma
n @idogevia twv véwv Aktiwv, nou OleEdyoviav nNpos TNV
tou Beou AnoAnwva, otov onoio anod6Bnke n VIKNPOPA k-
Baon tns vaupaxias, aveyépBnkav 6Aa ta anapaitnta oIko-
dopnuata kal or unodopés otnv nedivh éktaon Bopeid s
nénns, oto «ev ANoel NPodoTelov». L€ nepiontn Béon Bopel-
OTEPQ, OTO ONpEio driou PplokdTav TO OTPATNYEIO TOU MPIV N
vaupaxia, o OktaPiavés AUyouotos avéyeipe TO TPOMAIO TNS
vikns.

icopolis was founded by Octavian Augustus to com-

memorate his victory over Antony and Cleopatra in the
sea battle of Actium (31 BC). The new urban center was
settled by populations transported there from neighboring
Greek cities. Thanks to the privileges secured for Nicopolis
by its founder, including relative autonomy in governance,
tax exemption, the right to mint coinage, and an extensive
chora (territorium), it contributed to the financial and social
recovery of the greater area, which was then in decline.
The reorganization of the Actian Games, which rose from
local games hosted by the Acarnanians to games as impor-
tant as the ancient Panhellenic ones, acquiring a reputa-
tion that extended to the furthest reaches of the empire,
was owed to the founder's desire to associate the new
city with the glorious Greek past. To host the new Actian
Games held in honor of the god Apollo, to whom the victo-
rious outcome of the battle was attributed, all the requisite
buildings and infrastructure were erected in the plain north
of the city, "in a grove (called) Proasteion". Octavian erect-
ed his Actium trophy at a prominent site further north,
where his headquarters were located before the sea battle.
The new city was built in accordance with the urban plan-

Introduction
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H véa ndAn oikodounbnke oUPQWVa PE TS NONEOOOIKES KAl
OPXITEKTOVIKES MPAKTKES Twv Pwpaiwy Katd v npwiun au-
tokpatopikhn nepiodo. Aigbete tpia Aipdvia, 10 €va OUS AKTES
tou loviou MeAdyous, otov 6pPo Nou Atav yvwotds oty ap-
xai6tnta ws Kéuapos, 1o deUtepo ous aktEs tou AuBpakikou,
otwn onpepivh AipvoBdnacoa Mdzwpa, kal To Tpito véua s
noénns péoa otov AuPpakikd Kéno, otn Béon Babu.

Ta enmpAnukd teixn nepipétpou 5,5xAP. NEPINOU nou nepiéknel-
av v néAn, gixav NePIOOOTEPO OIAKOOUNTKSO NAPd APUVTKS
Xapakthpa, epdoov N Pax Romana (pwaikn ipnvn) anotefou-
o€ gyyunon yia v acpdaneld ms. To TEXIOPEVO AoTU, €KTAONS
nepinou 1.400 otpepudtwy (140 extdpia), opyavwBnke ot
opBoymvies olkobopikés vnoides ekatépwBev OUo KEBetwV
KUplwv Aew@dpwv e kateuBuvon A-A (decumanus maximus)
kal B-N (cardo maximus), avtictoixa. O tefeutaies xmpizav v
nénn oe T€ooepIS ToWEls (regiones), evy ol napdndniol npos
autés Kal pikpotepor o nidtos Spdpol (cardines kar decumani),
oploBetouoav ta oikobopikd teEtpdywva (insulae). Ln dlactau-
pPWOoN Twv KUPIwV AEWPOPWY dIapopPmBnKe N nonikh ayopd
(forum) nAaiciwpévn pe dnudoia ktipia, noAiukou, Bpnokeut-
KOU Kal YuXaywylkoU xapaktpa.

YUPQWVa PE T €ws onpepa 6edOPEVA TV EPEUVMDV TNV EMO-
xN tou AuyoUotou KUoTtnkav ta teixn, to tpdnalo s vikns,
10 0tddIo, 10 yupvdéolo Kal 1o Béatpo. Mapapével dyvwotos
0 apiBuds dndwv dnudoiwv oikodopnudtwy anid kar twv
OIKI(OV MOU KTOTNKAV OTOUS MPMTOUS XPOVOUS OUEOWS HETE
v idpuon s néAns. H nAnpns avoikodépnaoh ts Ba npénel
va dinpknoe aopanws Kanoles OeKagTes. Y10 NPWIO PIoS Tou
20U aiva napawpeital ongavukn olkodopikh dpaotnpidtn-
10, n onoia miBavév va opeifetal og EUEPYETIES TOU AUTOKPA-
topa Adpiavou. Ztov ibio autokpdtopa anodibetal kar n ofo-
KANPwWOoN tns avéyepons tou udpaywyeiou, n onoia odhynoe
otV avéyepon VURQaiwy, Kpnvdv Kal dnpdoiwv AoUTpIKMV
€yKataotdoewy. Apydtepa, Adyw NS avendpKEIdS TwV TEIXWDV
va avupetwnioouv us BapPapikés enidpopés, n néin nepio-
piotnke otov Bopeloavatoniké topéa, katanapBavovias péoa
O€ VEQ TEiXN TO €va MEPMTO TNS APXIKNS TNS EKTAONS.

Y Nikénonn éxouv epeuvnBei €ws onpepa dUO IBIWTIKES Ka-
T0IKies, ol onofes katadauPfdvouv éktaon noNAwy Tepayw-
VIKQOV PETPWY KAl AVAKOUV OToV TINo NS aoUKNS KAtolkias
(domus), pe kUplo xapaktnplotko to aibplio (atrium). Mpokeital
yla v olkia tou Mdaviou Avtwvivou kal tnv olkia tou ekbi-
Kou lewpyiou, oI onoies avhkav oe eunopous noAites. Ma-
PALEVEl AyVWOTN N POPGN TWV KATOIKIWV Twv aoBevéotepwy
Kolvwvikd taewv. Aev anokneietal otn NikdnoAn, énws Kai
o€ dnnes peyadounodnels tns autokpatopias, ol aoBevéotepes

ning and architectural practices of the Romans during the
Early Empire. It had three ports: one on the shores of the
lonian Sea in the bay known in antiquity as Komaros, an-
other on the coast of the Ambracian Gulf in the modern-
day lagoon of Mazoma, and a third south of the city on the
Ambracian Gulf at the site of Vathi.

The imposing walls (perimeter approx. 5.5 km.) which sur-
rounded the city were more decorative than defensive,
given that the Pax Romana (Roman Peace) guaranteed its
safety. The walled asty (urban center), with an area of ap-
proximately 1400 stremmata (140 hectares), was organized
into rectangular building blocks along either side of two
main avenues running E-W (decumanus maximus) and N-S
(cardo maximus). The latter divided the city into four sectors
(regiones), while the narrower streets that ran parallel to

Agpopwroypapia
ns oIkias tou
Mdviou
Aviwvivou ané
avaronikd

Aerial view of the
house of Manius
Antoninus from
the east




Agpopwroypapia
ToU 0iKou ToU KO-
Kou eopyrou and

Bopeiodutikd

Aerial view of
the domus of the
ekdikos Georgios

from northwest
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KOIVWVIKES TAEeIs va Oiépevav og noAuwPoPa olkodopnuata,
ta onoia kataddpBavav oNokANPes 0IKoOOUIKES vNaies Kal
yla autd ovopdzovtav insulae.

H oikia tou Mdaviou Avtwvivou, n onoia Bpioketal otov Bopel-
oavatonikd topéa s noénns, avdpeoa os duo napdninious
dpodpous (cardines) pe kateUBuvon A-A, Gev éxel epeuvnBei
oe oddokAnpn v €ktaon ws. Ews onpepa €Xouv avaoKagel
3.400t.y. Kal evioniotnkav ta Bacikd pépn tou ontou. Yup-
Pwva PE ta avaokapikd dedopéva npokUntel du n oikia Ktotn-
Ke otov 20 aimva otn Béon nanaldtepou 0IKkoSOUNUATOS KAl N
XPNoN NS OUvVeXiotnKe €ws oV 40 aImva.

H oikia tou exbikou Mewpyiou ouvOudzel TUNIKG XaPaAKTINPIOTKA
AoUKNS PWUAIKAS oIKias (domus) pe aiBpio (atrium) kai nepioty-
Ao kai otoixeia napaBandooias énaunns (villa marittima). H ka-
TOYPN TS NAPANEUNEl O OIKIES TNS dpXouoas TAENs TS NEPIOXNS
tou BezoUBiou tns lanias, énws autés neplypdgovtal and tov
BitpoUPlio (Mepi apxitektovikns, 6). YNEOIN EKTETAPEVES AvaKATA-
OKeués Katd n BIGPKEI NS xpNons s, and 1o SeUTEPo pIod
T0U 10U éws TS apXxés ToU 70U aiiva, yeyovos nou duokoneUel
oV NMPOOdIoPIoUS TS KATOWNS Ts atnv KABE oikodopIKN pdon.

them (cardines and decumani) delimited the actual building
blocks (insulae). The political agora (forum)was at the inter-
section of these main avenues, flanked by public political,
religious, and recreational buildings.

The evidence provided by research to date indicates that
the walls, the Actium trophy, the stadium, the gymnasium,
and the theater were built in the Augustan age. The num-
ber of other public buildings and residences built in the first
years after the city’s founding remains unknown. Its com-
plete construction must certainly have lasted several dec-
ades. In the first half of the 2nd century, significant con-
struction activity is observed which was probably owed to
benefactions by the Emperor Hadrian. Completion of the
aqueduct —which in turn led to the erection of nymphaea,
fountains, and public baths (thermae)- is also attributed to
him. Later, due to the walls’ inability to confront barbarian
invasions, the city was confined to its northeast sector, oc-
cupying one-fifth of its original area inside new walls.

In Nicopolis only two private residences have been exca-
vated until today. They occupy many square meters and
belonged to the type of the urban residence (domus) whose
chief feature was the atrium. These are the domus of Ma-
nius Antoninus and the domus of the ekdikos (advocate)
Georgios, both of which belonged to wealthy citizens. The
form of residences reserved for the lower classes remains
unknown. It is possible that in Nicopolis —as in other large
cities of the empire— the lower classes lived in multi-storey
buildings which took up entire building blocks called insu-
lae.

The house of Manius Antoninus, which lies in the northeast
sector of the city between two parallel N-S roads (cardines),
has not been fully excavated. To date, 3.400m3 and the
main parts of the house have been unearthed. Archaeo-
logical evidence suggests the house was built in the 2nd
century at the site of an earlier building, and that it contin-
ued in use until the 4th century. The domus of the ekdikos
Georgios combines the typical features of a Roman urban
residence (domus) with an atrium and a peristyle but also
with elements of a seaside villa (villa marittima). 1ts floor
plan recalls those of houses of the ruling class near Vesu-
vius in Italy as described by Vitruvius (De architectuta, 6). It
underwent extensive rebuilding during the period it was in
use, between the second half of the 1st and the early 7th
century, which makes it difficult to identify its floor plan in
each of its building phases.
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To 10t0pIKO
s £peEUvas

Anoyn twv
«Bayeviwv»

(ox. W. Haygarth,
uAnoyn levvadei-
ou BiBnioBnkns)

View of "Vayenia"
(dr. W. Haygarth,
Collection of the

Gennadius Library)
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To diGonapta oikodopiké Agiyava névw oto povadikéd UPw-
pa evids s nadaloxpiotavikns oxupwaons tns Nikonoans
-yVWOotNs Kal ws «Manaidékaotpox»- Npocénkuoav 1o evoIapE-
pov TV NepINyntay, afid Kal wwv Katoikwy tns NEPIOXAS,
ol onoiol digpxdéuevol and tov apagitd dpduo nou odnyolce
and v MpéPeza ota lwdvviva, otapatovoav va npopnBbeu-
ToUV QPEoKO vepd and pia nnyh otous npodnodes tou AdPou.
Katd kaipous ota katdnoima tou olkodouhpatos 666nkav
bidpopes ovopaoies, 6nws «BaoiAdonito», «AeCapevésy,
«Bayévia», ovopaoies us onoies diéowoe oto 1agIdiwukd Tou
nuepondyio o Bpetavés ouvtaypatdpxns Ouifiay Mdapuv Ank
(William Martin Leake 1777-1860), nou enioképOnke tov
EPEIMIOVA OUS apxEs Tou 190u aiwva.

O1 avaoka@ikés €peuves nou Eekivnoav and tov AAgCavopo
®inadenpéa 1o 1913, €ubus petd v anefeubépwon tns
Hneipou and tov ToUpKIKO Zuyd, EMNIKEVIPWONKAV KUPIWS otnv
anokdAuyn twv ekKANCIAoTUKWY Kupiwv. Qotdoo, katd i i-
dpKeIa Twv avaokapwv otn Bacidikn A (Aopetiou), n onoia
Bpioketal otnv kopuPn tou idlou uympatos, o OiNadepeUs
ENEKTEIVE TS AVAOKAPES OUTKATEPA, OMOU anokAAuYe otn
Béon «Baoindonito» pia opBoydvia Kiovootoixia, «to péya
nepiotAiov» s olkias, kar didpopa diapepiopata Ye €106-

he scattered building remains atop the only height inside

the Early Christian fortifications of Nicopolis (also known
as “Palaiokastro”) attracted the attention of both travelers
as well as residents of the region, who in transiting the car-
riage road that led from Preveza to loannina, stopped to get
fresh water from a spring at the foot of the hill.
Various names were from time to time given the remains
of the building, including “Vasilospito”, “Dexamenes”, and
“Vayenia”, all of which were preserved in the travel journal
of the British Colonel William Martin Leake, who visited the
ruins in the early 19th century.

History of
research

Kdtown tns
nanaioxpiotiavikns
NikénoAns and tov
TL. Donaldson

(W. M. Leake 1835)

Plan of Early
Christian Nicopolis
by T.L. Donaldson
(W. M. Leake 1835)
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Kapt nootdnA twv
avaokapwv s
NikénoAns kai
nentouépeia pe
Sutikn Mépuya tou
nepiotuiou tns
oikias

(Apxeio I6pUparos
«Aktia Nikéronis»,
IAN F1212)

Post card showing
Nicopolis excavations
and detail of the

west wing of the
peristyle (Archive of
the "Actia Nicopolis"
Foundation, IAN
F1212)
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bous og autd. O avaokagpéas apxikd taltuoe ta katdioimna
HE TNV ayopd tns noAns, otn Cuvéxeld pe énaunn eEEXOVTOS
pwpaiou aflwpatolxou A Kal avakiopo, Bewpdvias nws
ENPOKEITO yId ONUOCIO OIKOOOUNUA. LTO CUUNEPAoUa autd
tov obnynoav S1dpopa euphuata énws avabnpatukd BdBpa
nou avagépoviav otov dnpo Kal atn Boun tns néAns, pap-
Hapivo nepippavinpio, vopiopata, kabws kal yneidbwtd dd-
neda, og éva and ta onoia —otn vota otod tou nepiotuiiou—
unhpxe n eniypaen + EMI TEQPTIOY EKAIKOY. H avakanuyn
onapaypdtwy toIxoypagiav o€ U0 XWEOUS, Ts ornoies o -
AadenpeUs anédwoe og napaotdoels ayiwv, afnd kal ypa-
MWV OTAUPMV O KOYXES, 0 ouvOUAopG e TN yelviaon tou
ouykpothpatos pe i Baoidikh A, obhynoav tov avaokagpéa
oty anoyn ot kKatd tous nanaioxplotavikous xpévous To K-
oua xpnolyonolhBnke ws «Eniokonikd Méyapo».

Ta kivntd EUphPATA TwV Napandvw avackapy ixav 1onobe-
nBei, npiv petapepBoulv oto Eoki zapi nAnciov tou kdotpou
tou Ay. Avdpéa tns MpéRezas, 10 onoio Aetoupynoe v ne-
piodo tou pecononéuou ws Pouoeio, o apxaio Ktplo mou
Bpioketal otnv nAayid tou Adeou. To ktiplo autd eival yvwotd
oUpewva Pe v Adikn tou ovopacia ws «Bayéviax» (oNdPikn
A£En yia ta Bapénia), S16T éxel tn pop@n peydnwy Bapenidy,
N ws «Ae€apevésy. H teneutaia ekdoxn, nou dev 10xUel NAgov,
ogeifeTal EKTOS TOU OXAPATOS Twv dwpatiwv Kal atnv napousia
nNyns Pe tpexoupevo vepd ota pizd ToU UPmUATOS.

To kadokaipl tou 1942, dyvwotol Itafof oTpaTuwIES ToU €K-
OTPATEVTKOU  oWuatos yvwotolu ws Comando XXVI Corpo
d’ Armata, nou eixe otpatonedevoel otn Nikdénonn, eknévn-
oav béka ox€61a ota ornoia anotunwvovtal T Nanaioxpiota-
VIKG TEiXn Kal ta pvnueia nou nepikagiovial péoa o€ autd.

Excavations begun by Alexandros Philadelfeus in 1913 im-
mediately following the liberation of Epirus from the Turk-
ish occupation focused primarily on uncovering the religious
buildings. However, during the excavation of Basilica A (of
Dometius), which is at the summit of the same hill, Phil-
adelfeus extended his excavations westward, where he dis-
covered at the site of “Vasilospito” a rectangular portico,
“the large peristyle” of the house, and various surrounding
apartments. Philadelfeus initially identified the remains as
the city’'s agora and then as a villa belonging to some high
Roman official or a palace, in the belief that it was a public
building. The same conclusions were suggested by various
finds, including votive pedestal bases that mentioned the
city’s demos and boule, a marble perirrhanterion, coins, and
mosaic floors, one of which (in the peristyle’s south portico)
bears the inscription + EMI TEQPTIOY EKAIKOY. The discov-
ery of wall painting fragments in two rooms, which Philadel-
feus attributed to representations of saints, in addition to
painted crosses in niches and in combination with the com-
plex’s proximity to the basilica A led the excavator to believe,
that the building was used as the “Bishop’s Palace” in Early
Christian times.

Before their transfer to the Eski Jamii near the castle of
Saint Andrew (Agios Andreas) in Preveza, which functioned
as a museum between the two World Wars, the portable
finds from these excavations had been placed in an ancient
building on the slopes of the hill. This building was popu-
larly known as the “Vayenia” (a Slavic word for “barrels”)
because it was in the form of large barrels, or as “Dexa-
menes” (“Reservoirs”). The latter name, which no longer

21



Kdroyn tou oikou
(ox. A. Opdvéos
1961)

Plan of the domus
(dr. A. Orlandos
1961)

22

Yta oxedia autd, nou guidooovtal oty ltadikh ApxaloAoyikh
Yxonh ts ABnvas kal dnpooieltnkay to 1986-87 and tnv W.
Pierrepont White, nepidaufdavovtal 1o «Baoiddonito» kar
«Bayéviar.

Yta péoa tou 20ou aimdva o Avaotdolos Opdavdos ous ava-
oKaQIkés ekBEoels nou dnpoaieltnkav ota paktikd Kal oto
Epyo ns ev ABhvais Apxaionoyikns Etaipgias nepiypdagel Kal
oxedidzel uNPa s olkias.

Yta €An s dekaetias tou 1970 n Marie Spiro otn ouvBeukn
€pyacia s oxeukd pe @ Yneidwtd ddneda oty NNEIPWUKA
EAN&Oa katd tov 4o kal 50 aidva oxonicoes kal ta yneidwtd
s oIkias. Xtn pedgn s yia v nadaloxpiouavik NikénoAn, n

—1 1

HBAZIAIKH

PRQMAIKON KTIZMA

NIKoTToAES £
KAIMAZ Q::u:ﬂ:é:a:n::—_—-:‘?“

AOYMETIOY

1961

obtains, was owed to the shape of its rooms and the pres-
ence of a spring with running water at the foot of the hill.
In the summer of 1942, unknown Italian soldiers belonging to
the expeditionary corps known as the Comando XXVI Corpo
d’ Armata, which had camped at Nicopolis, prepared ten draw-
ings of the Early Christian walls and the enclosed monuments.
The "Vasilospito” and “Vayenia” are among the drawings at
the Italian Archaeological School of Athens, which were pub-
lished by W. Pierrepont White in 1986-1987.

In the mid-20th century, Anastasios Orlandos in the excava-
tion reports published in the Praktika and Ergon of the Archae-
ological Society at Athens described and drew a part of the
residence.

In the late 1970s, Marie Spiro in her synthetic work on the
mosaic floors of mainland Greece in the 4th and 5th centu-
ries also remarked on the residence’s mosaics.

In her study on Early Christian Nicopolis, W. Pierrepont
White, commenting on the plans by the Italian occupa-
tion forces, expressed the hypothesis that the “Vayenia”
building created a sort of terrace to support the overlying
“Vasilospito”, and concluded that the two buildings were
designed at the same time. This view was also supported
by J. Bergemann, who found that both buildings present a

Aywyidtns anopa-
Kpuvetai, éxovias
poAis notioer ta
dnloyd tou o
nnyn kdiw and ta
«Bayévia» (Apxeio
I6pUparos «Aktia
Nikénodis», IAN
F2621)

A horse driver
departs after
watering his
horses at a source
of drinking
water below

the “Vayenia”.
(Archive of the
"Actia Nicopolis"
Foundation, IAN
F2621)
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construction system dating to the early imperial age. Re-
cent excavations by the Scientific Committee of Nicopolis
have confirmed the relation between the ruins, as well as
their attribution to a single complex that sprawled across
the top of the hill in amphitheatrical fashion. Finally, the
adoption of the name of the complex as the domus of the
ekdikos Georgios is owed to the inscription on the mosaic
floor of the peristyle’s south portico.

Excavationsin recent years have largely filled out the ground
plan of the residence and the streets surrounding it, and
concluded that it took up an entire building block of the Agpopwioypagia

city’s urban fabric. Furthermore, excavations have enriched tou olkou petaus
. L gpyaoies avdoeiéns
our knowledge concerning facets of the monument’s histo-
ry, use, length of habitation, and abandonment. In parallel, ?‘he’igl‘/"ewolft
. . . . edomus arter
conservation, consolidation, and restoration have secured enhancement
the complex for future generations. works

Agpogwioypagia W. Pierrepont White oxonidzovtas ta oxédia twv tafik@v otpa-

ToU ofiKou, anoé 4 P , . . .
Suouds, TEUPATWY Katoxns, diatundvel v undBeon 6T 10 0IKoSOUNHa

npIv Us epyaoies twv «Bayeviwv» dlaudppwve, Katd Karnolov 1pérno, éva dvonpo
avdeitns  viq tn oTAPIEN TOU UnepKeipevou «BaoiAdonitou» katadhyovias
Aerial view of the ot0 oupnépaopa &t ta dUo Ktipia oxedIdotNkav ouyxpovws. Tnv
domus before the dnoyn auth unoothpi&e Kal o J. Bergemann, o onofos dianiotw-
W%ﬁ,i’f?f:nr?fﬁé O€ NWS APPATEPA Ta OIKOSOPAPATA NAPOUTI&zouv cUoTNHA 66-
west KNONS TNS NPWIYUNS QUTOKPATOPIKAS NEPIGOOU.
O1 NpOOPATES avaoKAPIKES €peuves nou dievepynBnkav and
v Eniotnpovikh Enitponn Nikénonns eniBeBaiwoav tn cuoxé-
TUoN WV EPEINiWV Kal TNy anddoon Tous o€ éva eviaio ouykpo-
TNPa nou avanwiooestal Navw otov AdPo apeiBeatpikd. H ul-
0B€tnon, teAIKWS, TNS OVOLIACIAs TOU OUYKPOTAPATOS WS OIKias
Tou ekdikou [ewpyiou, oPeifetal otnv eniypa®n tou Yneidwtou
danédou s voTas otods Tou nepiatufiou.
O1 épeuves Twv tefeutaiwv €V oupgninpwoayv s Peydano
BaBud v katown s olkias kal twv apxaiwv SpoOuwy nou
v nepIBannouy, obnyvias oto cuunépaopa nws kanu-
ntel pia oAdkAnpn oikodopikh vnoida tou 1otoU s NoAns.
EnminAéov, egnioducav Ts YVMOEIS Pas OXEUKA Je NTUXES TNS
IoTOpias ToU Pvnuegiou, T xphon tou, tn OIAPKEIa Katoiknons
Tou, kaBws kal v eykatdneiyn tou. Epyacies ouvthpnons,
OTEPEWONS KAl anoKatdotaons nou npaypatonoindnkav, oia-
opdnioav napdAAnAia, T CUYKPOTNUA YIA TS ENOLEVES YEVIES.
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TOMH A—A (YnoBetwn ovanopdoteon)
SECTION A—A (Hypothetical reconstruction)
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1] 'K'LI#IJ; Iﬂlﬂ; B, Impluvium

main paort 7. compluvium

1. porticus 8. dos / cublado

2, tavernos 9. overolsd Saepiopata
3. vestibulum feast aportments
4, fouces 10. hortus / virdarium

5. airium 11, perlstylium

12 tablinum

13, baineum

14, tricinium

15 ondron

16. whipawa / woire
17-18. posticum
14, triclinkum

POMAIH SATH .mmm . TMPINEL KATAIREYER

ROMAN EARLY CHRISTIAN MODERN

20, exedro tricinm ? undyeo / bossment

21, emedro / solarium 28, unbywor xdpor [ bosement

22 tridinhum / culing 29, wpureh atod [/ cryploporticus

23-26. cubleuln [/ cocdfen 30, Bumch miiswye oode /W wig of e Sto
{ “opatheca 3N, wndymo "Boybac’/ basemant “Vajeia”

27. Bpeo miipuya ovodg/ W wing of e 32, tavemae
Stoo / vior xapos /e chambers 33, peytn Befopevd / great “reservor”

Sumwde cordo [/ west cordo

M. gpefino koBopopod / manhcle
35 Mecpd Muygelo [/ small Mymphosum
3. pupant tplelo / tobulo luscria

KR A

decumonus maximus

avaralmde cardo feasl cordo

30-41. ppedma wobopopodfmanholes
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Meprypagpn

Agpopwroypapia
ns nanaioxpiotia-
viknis Nikérionns
ané votiooutikd

Aerial view of the
Early Christian
Nicopolis from

southwest
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olkia exteivetal og xapnAd yhdo@o uéoa ota épia s NPWIo-

Buzavuvhs oxUpwons pe navopapikh Béa oto Npodaoto Kal
Tov napakeipevo Auppakikd Konno. Avantioostal KAakwtd
o€ pia enineda, ota npavn Kai oty eninedn Kopuen Tou UYm-
patos, katadapBdvovtas pia ondkAnpn oikodopikh vnoida tns
pwuaikns ndAns (insula), cuvonikhs éktaons 10 nepinou otpep-
pdtwv. Opizetal voua and tov decumanus maximus, 6nou eivai
npocavatodiouévn kai n kUpia €icodds s, kal Bépeia and évav
€K TV pIkpdtEpwY, napdninAwy, decumani, o onoios PBpioke-
a1 ohpepa Bappévos KAtw and t olyxpovn obikN aptnpia
nou Siaoxizel Tov apxaionoyiké xwpo. AUo pikpotepol 6pduol,
cardines, opIoBeTOUV T0 CUYKPOTNUA —Kal TNV OIKOOOWIKA vNai-
60— avatonikd kar GutKd, avtiotoixa.
TNV KOPUPN TOU UPMPATOS EKTElVETal TO KUPIO TUAPA NS OIKIas
(1-27). Anaprtizetal anoé éva aiBpio (atrium), nAinoiov s Kevipl-
KNs €106060U Mou NePICTOIXizETal and XmPOUS dINPEPEUONS, EVD
Bopeidtepa diabétel nepiotun aunn pe Sidpopa dwpdua nepi-
HETPIKA, oplouéva and ta onoia O1éBetav nepitexva YnPidowtd
0dneda, GNws Kal ol MEPUYES TNS OTOdS.
Bopeidtepa, oto npavés tou Adpou, n oikia diaBetel undyeious

he house extended across a low hill lying inside the

boundaries of the Early Christian fortifications, enjoying a
panoramic view of the suburb and the adjacent Ambracian
Gulf. The domus extended in terraces over three levels on the
slopes and the flat summit of the hill, occupying an entire
building block (insula) of the Roman city, with a total area
of about 1 hectare. It was bordered on the south by the de-
cumanus maximus, which its main entrance faced, and on the
north by a smaller parallel decumanus, which today lies bur-
ied beneath the modern road that crosses the archaeological
site. Two smaller roads (cardines) bounded the complex and
the building block itself to the east and west, respectively.
The main part of the house extended across the summit of
the hill (1-27). It consisted of an atrium near the main en-
trance which was surrounded by rooms, while further to the
north a peristyle courtyard was erected with various rooms
around its perimeter, some decorated with elaborate mosaic
floors like those in the wings of the portico.
Further north on the slope of the hill, the house had un-
derground spaces (28) and a portico, whose south side (29)
was configured into a cryptoporticus, while its west one (30)
ran parallel to the residence’s west shops (32), which could

Description

Eikovikn ava-
napdotaon tns
nanaioxpiotiavi-
Kns nénns

Virtual
reconstruction of
the Early Christian
city




Anoyn and
Boppd tou aiBpiou
(atrium) tns oikias,
LE Tov ouAnektipa
(impluvium)

View from north
of the atrium of
the house with its
rainwater collector
(impluvium)
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Xpous (28) kal pia otod, 1o voto okénos tns onoias (29) dia-
HOPPMVETAl OE KPUMTN Otod (cryptoporticus), evid T0 OUTKO NS
(30) Baiver napdnAnAa pe ta dutkd KATAoThPATa s oikias (32)
nou éxouv €icodo and tov Napakeipevo 6péuo Npos duouds.
Bopeioavatonikd s kpunts otods Bpiokovtal ooepa KApa-
pookenh dlauepiopata, yvwotd ws «Bayéviax (31), ta onoia Ael-
Toupyouoav ws avaANppa ToU UNEPKEIUEVOU PEYEPOU, EVAD N
0pOPh TOUS XpNoipeuE ws e€€6pa Béaons tou tefeutaiou NpPos
tov ApPBpakikéd Konno.

XapnAdodtepa, otous NPOnodes Tou UYPmPATos, érnou anofnyel
10 duukd okénos s otods, diatnpouvial ta KatdAona pias
KPAVNS, NMouU yvpIoe DIAPOPES PETATPONES, N tefeutaia and us
onoies xpovonoyeital otov 200 almva.

H kUpia gicodos s oikias avolyétav npos 1o nezodpoduIo Tou
decumanus maximus, 10 onoio Atav oteyaopévo and otod Mou
OIgtpexe Katd pnkos v npdoowh s (1). H otod npootdteue
TOUS €loEpxOUEvOUs and ta vepd s BPoxns Kal eEunnpetolce
napdndnAa us avaykes pikpwv Slapepiopdtwy nou nAaiciw-
vav v €i0000 Kal OXETZOVIAV PE TS EUMOPIKES EMIXEIPNOTEIS N
10 gpyactipia tou 1810kTthn (2). Tnv gicodo akodouBoUoe 1o
npoBupo (3) kai évas otevos 61adpopos (4) nou Katannyel PEow
peyanou Bupaiou avoiypatos (3,00x0,70u.), oto aiBpio (5), évav
peydno npiunaiBpio xwpo unodoxns. To kévipo tou aIbpi-
ou katadapPavetal and afabn nAakdotpwto ocuAdekthpa
Bpoxivou vepoU (6). H otéyn tou O1€6¢ete éva dvolypa ndvw

be approached from the adjacent west road. Northeast of
the cryptoporticus were four vaulted chambers known as
“Vayenia” (31), which functioned as a retaining wall for
the overlying mansion, while their rooftop served as the
mansion’s terrace, overlooking the Ambracian Gulf. At a
lower level, in the foothills of the elevation where the west
side of the portico concludes, are preserved the remains of
a fountain which underwent various alterations, the last of
which dates to the 20th century.

The main entrance opened towards the sidewalk of the de-
cumanus maximus, and was covered by a portico that ran
along its facade (1). The portico protected those entering
from rainwater and at the same time served the needs of
the small apartments flanking the entrance, which were con-
nected with the commercial enterprises or workshops of the
owner (2). After the entrance followed the vestibule (3) and
a narrow corridor (4), which lead through a large doorway
(3.00x0.70m.) to the atrium (5), a large, semi-covered recep-

EAaioypagia tou
L. Bazzani (1882).
AiBpio oikias tns
[Mounnias nou
oteydzetal katd
oV 100KaVIKO 0o
(ZuAnoyn tou
Dahesh Museum
of Art, New York
1996.24)

Oil painting by

L. Bazzani (1882).
Interior of the
atrium of a house
in Pompeii roofed
in the Tuscan style
(Collection of the
Dahesh Museum
of Art, New York
1996.24)
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To BdBpo tns
Bopeioavaronikis
ywvias pépel

v avabnuatikn
enypapn

BOYAH KAI O
AHMOZ/ NEIKO-
MOAEITQN/ THN
TTATPEQN MOAIN/
EYNOIAC ENEKA

The pedestal base
in the northeast
corner carries the
votive inscription
BOYAH KAI O
AHMOZ/ NEIKO-
TMOAEITQN/ THN
[TATPEQN IOAIN/
EYNOIAC ENEKA
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and tov ocunnekthpa (7) kar otnpizétav, ws Qaivetal, aneu-
Beias NGvw OToUsS T0iXOUS Twv NEPIYETPIK@Y dwuatiwv. Mpod-
Keltal, oUP@wva Pe tov Bitpoufio, via tov Tookaviko 1pdno
oteyaons (atrium toscanicum), © onoios o€ pia and us avaka-
TAOKEUES Tou a1Bpiou avukataotdbnke pe tetpdotuno (atrium
tetrastylum): €ooepis povoniBikoi Kioves pe 1wvikés BAoels
Kal kopIvBiakd klovokpava tonoBethBnkav ous ywvies 1ou
ounfiekthpa. EBaivav navw og BaBpa, ta onoia Asitoupyn-
oav €6 o€ beUtepn xpnon ws Bdaoels. To 6ANedo 10U XWPOoU
ATAV OTPWPEVO PE peyanes yappitikés NAGKES, ol Onofes Ka-
AuPBNKav and xovipd otpwPa BpuPUAToUEVWY KEPAUIOIDY
Kal Koviapatos (opus signinum) niBavétata 6tav KataoKeud-
otnke 10 tetpdotuno. Or toixol s aiBouoas éxouv dounBei
PE TO PEIKTO ouotnpa déunons (opus mixtum). To cuotnua
auté anoteneital and pétwna apyodiBodouns (opusincertum)
Kal Opopikd tonoBetnpévous opBoymVIoUus Yauuites (opus
vittatum simplex) o€ zaves h ous ywvies. To cuotnua dGuNons
autd €ival xapakINPIoUKS yid v NPMIN 0IKoOOWIKA GAon
s olkias. Aev ntav opatd, kabws enévbuon and opBopap-
hépwon, touddxiotov ws KAnoio Uyos npocédibe aioBnon
nonuténeias.

tion area. The center of the atrium was occupied by a shallow,
paved rainwater collector (6). Its roof had above the collec-
tor an opening (7) which appears to have rested directly on
the walls of the rooms around the atrium’s circumference.
According to Vitruvius, this was the “Tuscan” type of roof-
ing (atrium toscanicum), which in one of the reconstructions
of the atrium was replaced by a tetrastyle (atrium tetrastylum),
i.e. four monolithic columns set on lonic bases supporting Co-
rinthian capitals and placed at the corners of the collector.
The columns rested atop pedestals which functioned here as
reused bases. The floor of the area was paved in large sand-
stone slabs covered by a thick layer of crushed tiles and mortar
(opus signinum), probably when the tetrastyle was construct-
ed. The walls of the hall were built in the mixed construction
system (opus mixtum). This system consisted of rubble faces
and rectangular sandstone blocks (opus vittatum simplex) set in
courses or at the corners. This construction system is charac-
teristic of the house’s first building phase. It was not visible,
since a marble revetment up to at least some height lent it a
sense of luxury.

The rooms on either side of the longitudinal axis of the atrium,

2tov oufdektipa
Kataokeudotnke
o€ 6eUtepn pdon
MEPIUETPIKOS TOI-
XOS MPOKEIUEVOU
Va OUYKEVIPWVETAI
10 Bpoxivo vepo.
Apydtepa kara-
OTpdPNKE, WOTE
va tornoBetnBouv
ous ywvies ta Bd-
Bpa unoatrpiéns
tns tetpdotunns
otEyns

Around the
rainwater collector
awall was built in
a second phase to
collect rainwater.
It was later
destroyed so that
bases to support
the tetrastyle
roof could be
constructed
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To ypageio tou
olkodeonotn
(tablinum), énou
unodexotav tous
nendres tou

The office of the
master of the
house (tablinum),
where he received
his clients

O1 xwpor ekatépwBev Tou aiBpiou, eAAXIOTa BIEPEUVNUEVOI, OXE-
tizovtal MiBavs pe unvodwpdua (8). O1 xwpol avatonikdtepa
autwv twv diapepiopdtwy Ba nepieAdufavav eykataotdoeis Si-
npépeuons kal dev anokneietal va ixav dikd tous aibpio (9). Lta
Bopeia tou aiBpiou avoivetal nepiotuAn aunn pe khno (10-11).
MepIpeTpIKG TOU NepIotuNiou UNAPXOUV €ikOOI TECTEPIS XWPOI,
NOU OXelizovtal OO0 Pe «IOIWTUKES» SPAOTNPIOTNTES NS OIKOYE-
velas (familia) 600 kal pe «dnudaoies» OPACTNPIOTNTES TOU OIKO-
deonodw (dominus), 6nws 10 dwpdto unodoxns (12), ta Noutpd
(13) kai ta wpikAivia (14,19, 22) nou gidotevouoav ta cuunooial.
Mia emBAnukn eicodos ota Bdpeia tou aibpiou odbnyouoe o
pia peydnn opBoywvia aiBouca (7,70x11,60u.). To katweA
s e100660u (6,20x0,60u.) Bpioketal onpepa K&tw and petaye-
VEOTEPOUS, MPOXEIPA KATAOKEUAOPEVOUS, TOIXOUS, MOU MePIOPI-
oav 10 apxikd pnkos s. H aiBouca anotefovoe 10 dwudto
unodoxns (12), 1o ypapeio tou olkodeondn (tablinum<tabula=
oavida, nAdka). O MAivios avagépel Nws 1o tablinum Atav ye-
pdro kWOIkes kar evOuuia npdéswv nou yivoviav kard tnv doknon
tns e€ouoias (Historia Naturalis 35,7). ES6( 0 1010KTATNS TNS OIKiAs
Oexodtav tous NeAdtes tou (clientes) yia tov KaBnpepivo eBiyotu-
niké xaipeuouod (salutatio).

O1 toixol tns aiBouoas diatnpouvtal o€ UYos éws 3. To 6anedd
s eival otpwpévo and Koviapa, Bétoana kai papudpiva nia-
Kidia tonoBetnuéva avd taktd diacthpata. Avtiotoixa napadely-
pata Bpiokovial Katd v NpMIPN AutokPatopikh nePiodo.

which have been very little
explored, were probably bed-
rooms (8). The spaces east of
these apartments would have
included living rooms, and it
is possible they had their own
atrium (9). North of the atrium
was a peristyle courtyard with
a garden (10-11). There were
twenty-four rooms around
the circumference of the peri-
style associated both with the
“private” activities of the fam-
ily (familia) as well as with the
“public” activities of the mas-
ter of the house (dominus), in-
cluding a reception room (12),
baths (13), and the triclinia for
hosting banquets (14, 19, 22).
An imposing entrance north of
the atrium led to a large rec-
tangular hall (7.70x11.60m.). Today, the threshold of its en-
trance (6.20x0.60m.) lies beneath subsequent makeshift walls
which shortened its original length. The hall consisted of a re-
ception room (12), the master’s office (tablinum<tabula=plank,
slab). Pliny mentions that the tablinum was full of codices and
souvenirs of acts performed in the course of exercising power (Historia
Naturalis 35,7). The house’s owner would have received his cli-
ents (clientes) here for the daily ceremonial greeting (salutatio).
The walls of the hall have a preserved height of up to 3m.
Its floor was covered in mortar, gravel, and marble plaques
cut in pieces and set at regular intervals. Similar examples
can be found during the early Imperial period.

A second entrance originally in the area’s west wall, which
led to an adjacent corridor (15), was sealed in a subsequent
phase. This was the andron, which was the name of the pas-
sage connecting the atrium and peristyle in Roman times.
A third door in the north wall communicated with the peri-
style’s south portico and the garden. The open area outside
the peristyle, where the house’s garden was located (10),
served to light both the portico and adjoining rooms. At the
same time, it offered the illusion of a natural landscape out-
side the portico. The vegetal and aquatic elements in the
garden, in combination with the peristyle’s columns, lent an
aura of grandeur and comfort to the entire building, since

O bidépopios
(andron) nou
odnyouoe and
10 aiBpio oto
nepiotunio

The passageway
(andron) leading
from the atrium to
the peristyle
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Aentouépeia
toixoypagias

ue napdotaon
nepippavinpiou
and tov Oiko tou
xpuoou Bpaxio-
fiod otnv Mo-
urnia oto Museo
Archeologico
Nazionale tns
NdnoAns
(Mattush 2008)

Detail from a wall
painting depicting
a perirrhanterion
from the House
of the Golden
Bracelet at
Pompeii in

the Museo
Archeologico
Nazionale, Naples
(Mattush 2008)
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AeUtepn €icobos nou avolyétav apxikd otov GUTKS TOIXO ToU XW-
pou Kal odnyouoe npos dpopo diddpopo (15), oppayiotnke o
Hetayevéatepn gaon. Mpodkertal yia v avdpwva (andron), Gnws
OVOHIAOTNKE KATtd T pwudikn enoxn o 61Adpoos Nou ouvoéel 10
aiBplo pe 1o nepiotnio. Tpitn BUpa otov Bépeio toixo s aibou-
0as €NIKOIVWVOUCE e TN voTia otod Tou nepiotuiiou, KaBms Kal
e Tov KNMo tou. O avoIxtds XmPos eEWTEPIKA Tou nepiotuniou,
6nou Ppiokdtav o kANos s oikias (10) eEunnpetoldae, 10 Pw-
Op6 TG00 S otods 600 Kal Twv NApaKeipevwy dwuatiwv. MNMapdn-
AnAda €dive tnv weudaiobnon s UNapéns evds GUOIKOU Toniou
€€wtePIKA s otods. Ta Quukd kal udduva otoixeia Tou KMo,
0g ouvOUOOUO E TOUS Kioves Tou neplotuniou, Npooédidav [e-
yadonpénela kal dveon o€ 6o 1o Ktiplo kabBws Nhtav opatd and
v KUpla €i0o66 tou. H noikiAia s apXITEKTOVIKNS Twv KANWY
poldzel avetavintn: KA&noles popés eival nAakootpwévol n dia-
KoopNpévol pe yngpidwtd, dndes Qpopés éxouv OeCApIEVES MouU di-
pouvtal pIKpés Afpves pe voupapa Kal NePItexves anées e dévipa
Kal avappIXmpeva gutd. Ae voeital nepIoctAio Mou va unv €xel
ovtpIBAavI " NEPIPPEAVTAPIO OTOV KAMO TOU.

To id10 10 nepIoTUNIo HEXTNKE APKETES ENIOKEUES Kal anAayés
Katd tn pakpaiwvn 1otopia tou Kupiou. Ztnv npwin olkodo-
HIKN @don n otod dev anokneietal va htav dwpikh. H yoppn
NouU AnEKTNOE KAtd v Uotepn apxaldtntd NTav IwvikKh, ano-

they were visible from the main entrance. The va-
riety of the garden'’s architecture seems inexhaust-
ible: sometimes it was paved or decorated with
mosaics, at other times there are reservoirs in imi-
tation of small lakes with water lilies, and of course
elaborate paths with trees and climbing plants. A
peristyle without a fountain or perirrhanterion in
its garden was unthinkable.

The peristyle itself underwent a number of repairs
and alterations. In the first building phase, the
portico may have been Doric. In Late Antiquity
it acquired an lonic form, the result of makeshift interven-
tions, repairs, and the collection of heterogeneous archi-
tectural members including column capitals and part of a
white marble architrave, in addition to monolithic columns
of the same material and of green-veined Karystian stone
(cipollino verde). The porticos, which survive to the level of
the stylobate, were covered with mosaic floors. One of the
pieces preserved on the south portico bears the inscription
+EMNI TEQPTIOY EKAIKQY, which is the terminus post quem
for the dating of the floor, since it was not until 364 under
the Emperor Valentinian | that the position of ekdikos (de-
fensor civitatis) was established as an official state post. The
presence of the cross is evidence of the owners' Christian
beliefs.

Thus it is possible that the neighboring tablinum existed in
the late 4th century as the office of the ekdikos of Nicopolis.
We know that it was not until the reign of Justinian that spe-
cial offices were granted the ekdikoi. Until then, official case
documents were stored in their private residences, resulting
in their frequent loss, destruction, or being sought by de-
scendents. The post was occupied by important public per-
sonages who had already held some other public position
of authority (palatini, mayors, agentes in rebus). The ekdikos’s
purview was to protect people from the arbitrary actions of
the powerful, and for this reason he is referred to
in the sources as defensor plebis or patronus plebis.
His duties included the official registering (acta
conficere) of complaints by the public and their
representation before the authorities, including
the Emperor himself (originally) and later before
the governor of the province when the popular-
ity and power of the office declined.

West of the tablinum was a bath complex (13)
consisting of at least six rooms and covering a

Mikpd nepip-
pavinpio nou
anokanupOnke
EVIOS TOU KNMoU
tou nepiotuniou
01913

Asmall
perirrhanterion
discovered in the
peristyle's garden
in1913

AvdyAuo pe 6Uo
@anioUs nou Qé-
pouv arnotponaikn
Aauvikn enypapn

Relief plaque with
two phalluses with
an apotropaic
Latin inscription




Eveniypago ava-
Bnpartiké Babpo,
enoxns Auyouaotou,
o€ B'xpnon and n
otod tns Bopeias
Mtepuyas tou
nepiotuniou

Reused inscribed
votive pedestal
of the Augustan
era from the
north wing of the
peristyle
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éneopa npoxeipwy eneuPaoewy, enblopBHOEWY KAl OUYKE-
VIPWONS €TEPOKANTWY APXITEKTOVIKDV PEADY, 0Tta onoia ou-
unepifauPBdvovtal kiovokpava kal TuhPa tou eniotufiou and
Aeukd pdppapo, kabws kar povoniBikoi kioves and to idlo
uniké h anod npacivoPAeRn kapuaoto NiBo (cipollino verde). O1
OTt0és ToU, Mou omzovtal oto €ninedo tou otuioBdtn, O1€0e-
tav yneidwtd daneda. Eva and ta tphpata nou diacwOnkav
ot voua otod eépel v eniypaen +EMI TEQPTIOY EKAIKOY,
n onoia anotenei terminus post quem yia tn xpovoddynon
tou danédou, kabws poénis to 364, eni autokpdtopa
Banevuavou |, kaBiepwbnke o €kbikos (defensor
civitatis) ws enionuo Kpauké atiwpa. H napouaia
Tou otaupou de dnAdvel Nws o Fempylos Ntav
XPIoUAVOsS.
Aev anokdeietal Aoinév 1o vertoviké tablinum va
unNPEE Katd tov Uotepo 40 aImva To YPAPEio Tou
ekbikou s Nikénonns. Mvwpizoupe nws Povo
eni lououviavou, napaxwpndnkav 16IKé ypageia
otous ekdikous KabBms ws TOte ta enionua €y-
YPAPA TV UNoBEcEmY Tous pudooovtav ots
I6IWTKES OIKIES TOUS [E anotéNeopa ouxva va
X@AvVoVvTal, Va KAtaotpéPovtal N va avazntouvial
and tous anoyovous Tous.

total area of about 184m?3. It did not belong to the origi-
nal plan of the residence, but to a later reconstruction of
pre-existing rooms, two of them facing the atrium and oth-
ers facing the adjacent west road. The latter were probably
shops associated with the owner’'s commercial enterprises.
The baths were accessible from inside the residence via the
andron to the east (15) as well as from the side facing the
road, where there was an entrance with a small vestibule. It
appears that in addition to the owners, the baths were also
used by official guests, clients, and ordinary visitors.

O kAnos tou
nepiotuniou

The peristyle’s
garden

Tunua tou eniotu-
Aiou tns otods e
avdyiuen QUK
diakéounon

Part of the
portico's epistyle
showing floral
relief decoration




Tunua yneidwrou
éanédou (onuepa
Kateotpayuévou)
LIE YEVEIOPBPO
avopikn Hopen
Kai BAactooneipes
dkavBas

Part of a mosaic
pavement (no
longer preserved)
with a head of

a bearded male
figure and an
acanthus guilloche

To éuBAnua pe tv
enypapn

+ EMITEQPTIOY
EKAIKOY

The emblem with
the inscription

+ EMITEQPIIOY
EKAIKOY
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To a&iwpa kataddapBavav onpaivovta dnpdoia Npdowna Nou
gixav nén unnpetnaoel kanolo édnno énudaoio Bwko (nanatvoi,
dnpapxol, agentes in rebus). Appodidnta ou ekdikou ATav N
npootaocia tou AaoU and us aubalpeoies Twv IOXUPWY, yI' autd
Kal ous Nnyes avagepetal kai ws defensor plebis h patronus plebis.
Y1a KaBnkovtd tou htav n npwtokéAAnon (acta conficere) twv
napanovwy Tou KoIvoU Kal N eKNPOamNon TOU eVMMIwY TwV
apxwv, Tou 610U ToU AUTOKPATOPd, APXIKA, KAl ToU KUBepvhTn

The Roman bathing ritual was complex, and included four
main stages. After passing through the changing rooms
(apodyteria), bathers entered one of the sweating-rooms
(sudatorium). Next they washed in a tank of hot water
(caldarium), and after cooling off in a room designed for
this purpose (tepidarium), they completed the process with
a cold bath (frigidarium). In the house of the ekdikos both
tanks have been found. The caldarium abutted the west
wall of the residence on the street side. Beneath its floor is
the hypocaust, in which the water from the tank was heat-
ed. A second tank, which was probably used for cold bath-
ing, was in the north part of the baths. This was a built tub,
elliptical in shape with a marble revetment, part of whose
lower walls survive. Evidence of the lead water pipe as well
as the opening for the off-flow of dirty water still survive,
which was connected via a pipe to the public sewage sys-
tem (cloaca) below the adjacent road.

One of the baths’ rooms was vaulted and decorated with
mosaics of vegetal and animal motifs (acanthus vines, fish,
and birds) on a dark background. They recall the mosaic
floors of the peristyle portico and corresponding exam-
ples in the Greek region during the 4th century. In one

H véua otod and
éuouds. 2€ éva
anad 1a KukAikd
euBinparta tou
ynpidwrou ts
éanédou undpxei
n enypapn
+EMITEQPTIOY
EKAIKOY

(Apxeio Apxaiono-
yikns Etaipeias)

The south portico
from the west.
One of the circular
emblems has the
inscription +EI
TEQPTIOY EKAI-
KOY (Archive of
the Archaelogical
Society)




O eneinukds
Aoutnpas laowzel
otov nuBuéva na-
poxn vepou annd
Kkaronn, nou io-
XETEUE Ta andvepa,
péow noAunno-
KOU OUOTAUAtos
anoppons, atov
KEVIPIKO UNOVOUO
TOU NAapakeipevou
Spdpou

The oval tub
preserves its
water supply on
its floor, as well as
an opening that
channeled the dirty
water through a
complex drainage
system to the
main sewer in the
adjacent road
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s enapxias apydtepa, otav e€aoBévnoe N SNPOTKAOTNTA Kal N
Ouvapn tou agiWwuatos.

Autkd tou tablinum Bpioketal ouykpotnua Aoutpwv (13)
anotedoUpevo and toundxIoTov €€ XWPOUS, OUVONIKNS €KTa-
ons nepinou 184t.u. Aev avhkel otov apxikd oxedlaopd s
olKias annd og PeTayevECTEPN AVAKATAOKEUN NPoUNnapXoviwy
Sdwpatiwv, dUo ek Twv onoiwv gixav Npéooyn npos 1o aibpio
kal 4Ada npos tov napakeipevo dutkd 6pduo. Ta tefeutaia
nBavotata xpnofyeuav ws KATtaothPata Nou OXEUzZovVIav Je
US EUNOPIKES ENIXEIPNTEIS ToU 1610KTNTN. Ta Aoutpd Atav Npo-
oPdoipa and 10 E0WTEPIKO TNS OIKIAaS PEow Tou avopwVva ot
avatodikd tous (15), 600 kal and v nAcupd tou dpduou
onou unhpxe eicodos pe pikpd npoBdnapo. Daivetal Nws
népa and tous IBI0KTNTES, Xpnalpgonolouviay and enionpous
kadeopévous, neddtes kar anious eMIOKEMTES.

To tefetoupyikd ToU pwpaikoU Aoutpou Ntav oUVBETo Kal
nepiendppave t€ooepa kupiws otddia. O Aoudpevos, apou
nepvouce and ta anodutnpia, eloepxotav o €vav and tous
Bandpous epidpwons (sudatorium). AkonouBws nievétav oe
OeCapevn pe zeotd vepd (caldarium) kar apoU npePoUCE Ot
MPOOPICUEVO YIa TO oKoMO autd xMPO (tepidarium), oAokAn-
pwve tn Oladikacia pe éva kpuo Aoutpd (frigidarium). Linv
oikia tou ekbikou s NikénoAns evtonizovtal ol 6Uo napa-
névw 6eCapevés. To caldarium epdntetal otov SUTKS TOIXo TS
oikias npos tov dpdpo. Kdtw and to 6anedod tou diatnpeital
10 UNOKAUOTO Péow ToU orofou zeotaivotav to vepd tns Oe-

retrofitting, a stone staircase leading to the upper terrace
was added to its north side. Below the staircase, two small
square rooms were configured (2.20x1.75; 1.75x1.75m.),
the “cells” as Philadelpheus called them, which preserved
the wall paintings of “saints with halos”. Very little has
survived of these and only garments and the lower limbs of
human figures can be discerned today.

Around the circumference of the peristyle on its south,
west, and east porticos, three dining rooms have been
identified which may be interpreted (on the basis of their
position as well) as the summer, winter, and fall triclinia
of the house, respectively. According to Vitruvius (De archi-
tectura, 6.4), the position of the rooms took into considera-
tion the succession of seasons. Thus a house could have
more than one room for the same purpose, so that each
was used in a different seasons depending on its orienta-
tion and the path of the sun. The summer triclinia must
have faced north, since this “region of the sky” also re-
mained cool, while fall or spring dining rooms faced east,
since they needed to face the well-lit area of the sky.

Arnown tou Aou-
1poU 010 OUTIKG
unpatns oikias
Kai Tou napakei-
pevou 6pdpou
(cardo)

View of the baths
in the west part
of the house and
the adjacent road
(cardo)




Entoixia yneoi-
Swtr ouvBeon pe
wdpia og yandzio

Bd6Bos and to Aou-
1p0 TOU 0ikoU

Wall mosaic
composition with
fish on a blue
background, from
the bath of the
house

Xndpayua enroixi-
ou wnidwrou ané
10 NoUTPO LIE KEPAn
nouniou

Fragmentofawall
mosaic from the
bath with a bird's
head
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Eapevns. Mia 6eltepn GeCapevn, nou niBavédtata xpnofpeus
yla 10 KpUo pndvio Bpioketal oto Boépeio TuNpa tou Aoutpou.
Mpodkeitar yia Kuotd Aouthpa eAAEMUKOU OXNPATOs E pap-
hépivn enévbuon, n onoia omzetal 010 KATWTEPO TUNHA TWV
ToIXwPdtwy tou. Xn Béon tous omzoval oo o PonUuPREIvos
aywyos Udpeuons GO0 Kal N ONA AMoPPONSs TwV ANdVEQWY,
10 onofa Yéow aywyou KatéAnyav otov SnPdGoIo ANOXETEUTIKO
aywyo (cloaca) kétw and tov napakeipevo 6pdpO.

‘Evas ano tous xwpous tou €pepe BdA0 kal htav OIaKoopNuE-

vOs Pe YN@IOWTES NAPACTACEIS PE PUUKE Kal zwiké Bépata
(nepikokndabes dkavBas, wdpia, noudid) oe okoupo Pabos.
Mapanéunouv os Yneidwtd 6aneda s otods ToU NEPIOTU-
diou kaBws kal og avtictoixa napadeiypata tou eAnadikou
XWPOU ToU 40U alva. Xe pia and Us JETAOKEUES TOU XWDPOU
dia AiBivn kAipaka npooappdotnke otn Bopeia nAgupd tou
(16), obnywvtas oe dpo@o. Kaww and tnv kniyaka Slapop-
ewOnkav 6Uo pikpd tepdywva dwudua (2,20x1,75u. kal
1,75x1,750.), 1a «kefid» é6nws ta ovépace o Pinadenpeus,
10 0Noia €0wWzav TOIXOYPAPIES PUE «AYIOUS UE PWTOCTEPAVA».
Ano us toixoypagies nou eAGxiota owzovial chpuepd, diakpi-
vovtal evoUuata Kal 1a KAtw akpa avBpnivewy Hoppay.

Mepipetpikdé oU nepiotudiou, otn voua, t OUTKA Kal Ty
avatonikn otod Tou, €XOUV EVIOMIOTE! TPEIS XWPO! EaTiaons, Ol
ornoiol ynopoUv va pNVEUTOUV —kal Bdoel tns Béons tous—
ws 10 Bepivd, 10 XelpePIVO Kal o pBIvonwpeivo tpikAivio tns
oIKias avtiotoixa. XUupwva Pe tov BitpouPio ([Mepi apxitekto-
vikns, 6.4), n xwpoBéinon twv dwuatiwv AduPave unoyn s
n S1adoxn twv enoxwv tou €tous. Etol, pia oikia pnopei va
O1aB¢étel neploodteEpa tou evods dwudua dias xphons, wote

The winter rooms, like the baths, faced west to take advan-
tage of the sun before it set.

East of the office there was a room of equal length
(11.60x5.90m.) with an entrance (2.60x0.80m.) facing
the peristyle, which later was limited to one-fourth of its
original length and altered via a cross-wall into a triclinium
(14). The wall has an apse in its center, which probably held
statues or paintings, as was customary in dining rooms.
Furthermore, on the floor of the room along the axis of the
apse, a shallow square water tank (probably a fountain)
was found, which leads to the interpretation of the room
as a triclinium. The use of the area as a dining room appears
to have continued in subsequent periods. The wall with the
apse went out of use, and in its place a new apsidal con-
struction characteristic of Early Christian dining practices
was built in makeshift fashion of heterogeneous material
(architectural members, limestone blocks, etc.). This was
the so-called accubitum or stibadium, a built semicircular

Mpos tnv nileupd
tou 8pdpou undp-
XEI O1aUOpPWLE-
VOS XWpos kauons
(praefurnium)

yIa TS aVAyKes

Tou atopikoU
Beppot Noutipa
(caldarium)

Towards the road
is the furnace
(praefurnium) for
the needs of the
individual hot tub
(caldarium)
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H kAiuaka Bépeia
Tou AoutpoU

The staircase on

the north of the
bath
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KaBéva va xpnolyonolgital og OlIAPOPEUKN €MOXN TOU €TOUS
avddoya pe tov npooavatoniopyd 10U O OXECN Kal PE TNV
nopeia tou NAlou. Ta kadokalpiva tpikAivia NPENEl va €Xouv
npooavatodiopd npos Popped, Kabws auth N «nePIOXN TouU
oupavoU» napapével navia 6pooepn, evd td GBIvonwpIvé
N €apivd npos avatonds, kabws npénel va eival otpappéva
NPOS TN PWIEIVA NePIOXN Tou oupavou. Ta Xelpepivé dwpudua,
o6nws kai ta Aoutpd, Npocavatofizovial Npos OUCHAS NPOKEI-
pévou va enw@efolvtal and tov hiio éws t dUon Tou.

Yta avatonikd tou ypageiou, undpxel 1cophkns aiBouoa
(11,60x5,90u.), pe €icodo (2,60x0,80u.) Npos 10 nepIOTU-
Ao, n onoia apyodtepa neplopiotnke katd 1o 1/4 t1ou apxikou
MAKOUS NS KAl PJETAOKEUAOTNKE PEOW EYKAPOIOU TOIXOU O€
ikAivio (14). O toixos éxel ayida oto KEVIpo Tou, Mou Mi-
Bavértata gidogevoluoe ayanuata N nivakes, 6nws ouvnBizod-
tav o€ avtiotoixes aibouces payntou. Yto 6anedo Tou XWPou,
e€dniou, otov d€ova tns ayidas, Bpébnke afabns tetpdywvn
Oe€apevn, MBavws avaputnpIio, NMou evioxUEl TNV EPUNVEIT TOU
Odwpatiou ws tpikAiviou. H xphon tou xwpou ws aibouoas eoti-
aons @aivetal Nws akoAoubNBNKe Kal 08 PETAYEVETTEPES MEPI-
66ous. O 10ixos pe v ayida axpnoteltnke kal otn Béon tou
KTOTNKE NPOXeIpa kal e etepdKANTo Uik (apXITEKTOVIKE pén,
aoPeotdniBor k.T.A.) vEa apIdwTN KATAOKEUN, XAPAKTNPIOTKNA YId
Tov TPoNo eotiadons tns nadaloxpiotavikns nepiddou. Mpdkertal
yla 10 Agydpevo accubitum N stibadium, éva KUotd NPIKUKAIKS

couch on which 7-9 diners normally reclined around an S-
shape table set in the center. Corresponding constructions
e.g. at Lechaion, as well as the finds from the area, would
argue for a late date and use of the construction down to
the second half of the 6th century, when its roof and long
walls collapsed.

East of the peristyle, a rectangular room (7.15x13.40m.) (19)
communicated with it via a tribelon, a three-part colonnade,
with re-used Corinthian capitals that created a large central
door and two smaller side doors (5.70x0.602m.). If one de-
sired to isolate this space, this could apparently been done
with curtains (vela). The room'’s floor, known only by photo-
graphs, was covered in a bi-chrome mosaic depicting a scene
of a marine troupe, a characteristic example of floor decora-
tion in the 2nd century which finds parallels at Isthmia in
Corinthia and Ostia in Italy. On the east side of the room, at
the point where the floor collapsed, built pilae were found
that belonged to the underground heating system (hypo-
caustum). It is possible that this room, which was interpreted

O1 600 Likpoi xw-
pol ye onapdyuara
T0IX0ypapIiv
Kkdtw and tnv
kAiuaka

The two small
chambers, with
fragments of wall
paintings under
the staircase
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Anoyn and
votioavaronika rou
Bepivou tpikAiviou

View from
southeast of the
summer triclinium
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avakAivtpo, oto onoio &anAwvav ouvnBws 7-9 cuvOaItUPOVES,
npokelpévou va Seinvhcouy, yUpw and pia olyposidn tpdaneza
nou tonoBetoUtav Oto KEVIPO ToU. AVTIOTOIXES KATAOKEUES M.X.
oT0 /\éxalo, KaBws Kal 1a EUPAPATA TOU XMPOU CUVNYopPoUV via
pia Uotepn xpovondynon Kal xpNon s KAtaoKeUNs autns €ws
10 OeUTePO UIoO NEPIMOU Tou 60U aIMVa OMNATE KATENECE N OKENN
Kal Ol JaKPES MNAEUPES TOU XWPOU.

Avatodikd tou nepiotuiou pia opBoywvia aiBouoa, diaotd-
oswv 7,15x13,40u. (19) enikoivwvouoe pe autd péow evos
pInAoU avoiypatos (tpiPnAo), oto onoio kioves pe kopivoia-
K& Klovokpava o Oeltepn xphon Slapdpewvav pia peyann
Keviplkn BUpa kal 6Uo pikpdtepes nieupikés (5,70x0,60u.).
Ye nepintwon nou ntav eniBupnth N anopdvwaon ToU XWPOoU,
auto yivotav npo@avms Pe napanstdopata (Bnna). To &dne-
60 tou dwpatiou, yvwotd poévo ano pwtoypadies, kanunto-
tav pe Sixpwpo Yneidwtd diakoounpévo pe oknvh Bando-
olou Bidoou, xapakwnpiotkd napddelyua dlakdopnons twv

as a triclinium by the first excavator, functioned as a dining
room during winter by virtue of its western orientation and
the presence of the hypocaust. The presence of two smaller
doors in the room’s south wall which opened onto a supply
passage (18) also argues for this conclusion.

Along the same axis on the west side of the peristyle there
was a corresponding room (7.00x7.00m.) (22) with a large
opening (5.70x0.60m.) facing the portico. A mosaic sur-
vives in place on the floor depicting vegetal and geometric
motifs which date to the 4th century. Due to its position
and shared features with the winter triclinium, the room
might have been the fall/spring triclinium.

At a later date, a high bench was constructed in makeshift fash-
ion in its northwest corner. It was probably associated with the
storage or processing of foodstuffs, since a small round brick
oven was revealed beside it. These changes and the portable
finds (a press, storage and cooking utensils of the first half of
the 6th century) suggest that it was converted into a kitchen
(culina). The proximity of the kitchen (facing south), to a supply
corridor and the west posticum of the house (17), which led
to its side entrance on the west, lends support to this hypoth-

Wneidéwrd tou
Sou aiwva pe
avanapdotaon
oupmnoaoiou, v
gidel aodpwtou
oikou (Musee de
la Vigne et du
Vin, chateau de
Boudry Museum.
Collection privé, en
depét)

5th century
mosaic with a
representation
of a symposium,
in an unswept
house (Musée
delaVigne et du
Vin, chateau de
Boudry Museum.
Collection privé, en
depét)
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Anown and éutikd
TOU XEIPEPIVOU
pIkAIviou

View from the
west of the winter
triclinium
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banédwv otov 20 aiwva, 10 onoio Bpiokel napdAnnia otnv
loBuia KopivBias, kaBws kal otnv Oota s ltadias. Znv ava-
toAikN nAgupd s aibouoas, o onpeio dnou to 6anedo uno-
XWPNOE, EVIONIONKAV KTUOTOf Kioviokol (pilae) tou unodang-
dlou ocuothpatos Béppavons tns (undkauoto/hypocaustum).
Agv anokneietal 0 xWpPos autéds, Mou EpuNnvelstal ws TPIKAIVIO
Kal and tov NPTo avaokagéa, va Asitoupyoloe ws aiBouaoa
€0TIAONS KATA TOUS XEIPEPIVOUS pnves Adyw tou dutkoU npo-
ocavatodiopoU tou afid kal ths Unap&ns tou unokauotou.
Y10 oupnépaopa autd ouvnyopsi Kal n napouacia 6Uo HIKpo-
epwv BupPWY oToV VOTIO TOIXO TOU XWPEOU, Ol Oroies avolyo-
vtav npos évav 61ddpopo avepodiacpou (18).

Y1ov GEoVa ToU XWPou autou, otn dutkh nAsupd tou nepiotuni-
ou, undpxel avtiotoixo dwpduo, diactdoswy 7,00x7,00u. (22),
e peydno dvolyua (5,70x0,60u.), Npos tn otod. 1o 6anedé tou
owzetal Katd tonous YnPIdbwtd pe SIaKoouNTKA GUUKA Kal Ye-
WHETPIKA poTiBa nou 1o tonoBetolv otov 4o aikva. Adyw s
B€0oNs TOU Kal TV KOIVAV XAPAKTNPIOUKOV TOU HE TO XEIPEPIVO
tpoikAivio, 0 xwpos Ba punopouoce va anotedsl 1o PBivonwpIve/
€apivo tpikAivio.

esis. The wastewater from the kitchen was directed via a rough
structure to a pipe below the floor in the supply corridor which
concluded in the adjacent street. The entrance facing the road
had a small porch of monolithic columns with capitals found
fallen in the road.

Based on the recent archaeological evidence the area of the
house north of the triclinia was in continuous use and was re-
constructed during the second half of the 6th century - early
7th century.

To the north of the winter triclinium are two rooms (20)
facing the east portico. The northern one had two doors,
one leading to the portico (sealed today) and another mon-
umental door, that probably led to a peristyle viewing plat-
form (21) above the upper story of the underlying cyptopor-
ticus (29) and to the basement (31).

In the west portico, north of the spring/fall triclinium, anoth-
er six rooms could be accessed that communicated with one
another as well as with the portico through small openings.
The first of these (23) was paved in a bi-chrome mosaic floor.
Based on its size and mosaic floor, it probably functioned as
a bedroom. In a much later phase the space was used as a
storeroom, since a storage pithos (dolium) was placed beside
its entrance, destroying a part of the mosaic.

Anown ané voto
Tou @Bivonwpivou
tpikAIviou

View from the
south of the
autumn triclinium




Mapudpivn
KUKNIKA tpdneza
e ondvia diaké-
opnon aviwnwv

SeNQIvIcdY otnv
e€wrepikn napeid

Tou xeiflous

Round marble
table with a rare
depiction of two

facing dolphins on
the outer face of
the rim

O anoBnkeutikés
niBos and tov
XwWpo 23

The storage pithos
from room 23
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Metayevéotepa otn BopelodUTIKA ywvia ToU, KATAOKEUAOTNKE
npoxeipa éva ynnd Bpavio, nou oxeuzotav MBaAvms UE v
anoBnkeuon N v eneCepyacia poPiuwy, kabws 6inAa tou
anokadueBnke kal pikpos NAIVBOKTUOToS KUKAIKOS poUpVOos.
Or1 anfayés autés, Kabws Kar ta Kivntd EUPNUATA TOU XWPEOU
(tpiIBeio, anoBnkeutkd Kal YAYEIPIKA OKEUN TOU MPWIOU i
ooU Tou 60U aIMVa), ouvnyopouv yia TN PETATPOMNN TOoU Of
kouziva (culina). Tnv undBeon auth evioxUel Kal n yerviaon
s Kouzivas, npos voto, pe évav diddpopo avepodiaopou,
10 Sutkod posticum tns oikias (17), nou odnyouoe otn Sutkn
nAaivi €i0066 tns. Ta andvepa s Kouzivas KateubBuvoviav
E MPOXEIPN KATAOKEUN otov unodanédio aywyd tou diadpo-
HOU ave@odIaopoU, nou KatéAnye otov Napakeipevo dpouo.
H gicobos tou xpou npos tov 6pduo OI€DETE UIKPO NPOCTWO,
and povoniBikous KIoves pe KIovOKPava Mou eVioniotnkayv rne-
opéva oto 0060TPWHA.
H nepioxh tns olkias ota Bépeia twv napanavw tpikii-
ViV NapouscIdzel CUVEXOPEVN XPNON PE PJETATPONES Kal
OVAKATAOKEUES MOU NpoadIopizovial PE Ta €ws Tpa
bedopéva s épeuvas oto HeUTEPO PIod Tou 6ou
QIVa €WS TS APXES TOU 70U aIVva.
Ynv avatonikn otod, BOPEIa Tou XelPePIVOU TpI-
kAiviou akonouBouv 6Uo xwpol (20) pe eiI06060uUs
npos autiv. O Bopeidtepos Olabétel, népa and
dia oppayiopévn onpepa BUpa nNpos tn otod, Kal
gia aAnn pvnueiakn nou odnyouoe oe nepiotuin
niBavotata ¢€dpa Baons (21) ndvw and v opoeh
NS UMNOKEIUeEVNS Kpunths otods (29) kal tou avatoni-
KoU unoyeiou s olkias (31).
Y duukn otod, Bopeia 1ou eapivou/pBivonwpivol Tpi-

Special interest is presented by a square room further to
the north (24), which, after the collapse of its upper story,
was roughly divided by a dry-stone wall composed of vari-
ous materials into two smaller rooms. In the same way, a
new entrance was created which sealed a large part of the
original one; atop the destruction level a makeshift floor
was created. Early 7th century pottery sherds discovered
above the destruction level and coins dating to the age
of Mauricius Tiberius (539-602) were probably associated

Anown and Bo-
peloavatonikd tou
xwpou 23

View from northeast
ofroom 23

To wnidwié
6dnedo otov Xwpo
23. Metayevéotepa
Karaotpdpnke e
v tonobétnon
tou anoBnkeut-
KoU niBou

The mosaic
pavement in room
23, destroyed later
by the installation
of the storage
pithos
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2 apIakos aupope-
astou 7ou aiwva
anao tov Xwpo 24

Samian amphora
from room 24

Mapudpivn kepann
AndAnwva and tov
Xwpo 24

Marble head of
Apollo from room 24
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kAviou, avoiyovtal dAdol €€ xwpol, oI onoiol €NIKOIVWVOUV
peta&u tous andd kal Npos T otod pE HIKPES €l060ous. O
NPMTOs €€ autwv (23) Atav otpwpévos e SiXpwpo YnPIdwtd
bdanegdo. MiBavws va Asitolpynos ws unvodwudto Adyw tou
peyéBous tou kal tou Yneidbwtolu danédou. Apydtepa, otnv
Uotepn @don XpNons ToU Kupiou xpnaolpgonoinBnke ws ano-
Bnkeutkds xwpPos, kaBws évas anobnkeutkos niBos (dolium),
tonoBetnBnke nAnaciov tns e10600U TOU, KATACTPEPOVTAS TUN-
Ha Tou Yneidwtou.

I61aitepo evOlapépov NapoucIdzel €vas TETPAYwWVOS XMPOs Bo-
peidtepa (24), o onoios —UeTd v KATAPPEUON NS OPOPNS
ToUu— d1a1péBnke Npodxelpa pe EeponiBid and etepodkinto ui-
K6 og U0 pikpotepa dwudua. Me tov idio poéno diapop-
QwONKe véa €icobos, n onoia oppdyloe Yeydno TUAPA s
APXIKNS, eV NAvw anod 10 OTPWHA KATaotpopns KAtaokeUd-
otnKe Npoxeipo 6anedo. Kepapikn twv apxwy Tou 70U almva
Kar vopiopata s enoxns tou Maupikiou TiBepiou (539-602)
nou anokanueBnkav Navw and 1o oTPWHA KATAoTPOPNS OXE-
Tizovtal NiBavétata Ye i eaon eyKatdAgIPns Tou XMPOU Kal
ws Qaivetal kar s oikias. Mia kepanh tou Beol AndAdwva
Bp€Onke otn vouoavatoikn ywvia tou pazi pe nAnBos xan-
Kivwv eAaocudtwy. Kédtw and 1o otpmpa KAataotpopns anoka-
AUPONKe Kepapikn tou deltepou pIcoU Tou 6oU aihva Nou
anotenel terminus post quem yid TV KATGPPEUCN NS OTEYNS,
adnd Kal terminus ante quem yia TNV KATAOKEUN TOU OiXpwpou
wneIdwtoU danédou Tou XWPOU, TO OMNoi0 NEPIEXEI YEWUETPI-
K& potPa evios niaiciou and paiavdpo kar xpovodoyeital
otov 40 a1wva.

with the phase in which this area, and apparently the house
as well, were abandoned. A head of the god Apollo was
found in the southeast corner together with a large num-
ber of bronze sheets. Below the destruction layer, pottery
dating to the second half of the 6th century was found,
comprising a terminus post quem for the collapse of the roof,
as well as a terminus ante quem for the construction of its
bi-chrome mosaic floor, decorated with geometric motifs
enclosed by a meander frame and dated to the 4th century.
In the areas that opened onto the north portico of the peri-
style one can also observe alterations and repairs, as new
apartments were created and already-existing ones were
put to new use. These interventions were associated with
the damage the rooms suffered as a consequence of the
collapse of the vaulted substructures (28). Only two of the
rooms on the first level survive, while those that intervened
must have been crushed along with the underlying vaults.

Agpopwroypapia
and Boppd twv
VEWV XWPWV r1ou
katénaBav tn Bo-
pEIA MTEPUYA TNS
otods kai unua
ToU KNMou

Aerial view from
the north of the
new rooms that
occupied the north
wing of the portico
and part of the
garden
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©noaupds vopioud-
TV Kal ixvn upa-
opduvou nouykiol
1ou 1a nepieixe,
otV Xwpo 26

A hoard of coins
and traces of the
cloth pouch that
contained them in
the room 26
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YTOUS X(POUS Nou avoiyovtal otn BOpeia otod tou nepiotuniou
napatpoUvial enions NPOXEIPES UETAOKEUES Kal €nidIopBm-
ogls, KaBws evionizovtal véa diapepiopata h avadiauoppwvo-
VIal Kal enavaxpnaoigonolodvial ta uglotdpeva. O1 enepBdoels
QUTES OXETZOVIAI PE TS KATACTPOPES MOU UMECTNOAV Ol XWPO!
HE TNV Katdppeuon twv BoAwtmv unodopyv tous (28). Auo
HOVO and ToUs XWPEOUS ToU NPMToU eninédou diacwBnkav otus
anonnéeis s Popelas otods, v ol evOIGUETOl NPENEI Va Ka-
TaKkpNpviotnkav pazi pe tous unokeiuevous BdAous.

Ytnv avatodikh andéAnén tns Boépeias otods (26) n avackapn
€pepe OT0 PWs Bnoaupd vopioudtwy s enoxns 1ou Dwkd
(602-610) pazi ye ayyeia s iGlas enoxns, yeyovos Nou nicto-
nolei 1600 T XPHoN TOU XWEOU OTo TEA0S ToU 60U alwva 600
Kal TNV €0nEUOPévn eykatdelpn tou tny tapayuévn nepiodo
TWV 0PXMV TOU 70U alva. XT0 XMPO tns OUTKAS andAnéns s
Bopeias otods (25) anokaAUu@EBNKE CUCCMPEUCN APXITEKTOVI-
Kv ped@v, onws oeovoudwv paBdwtmv kal appdBdwiwy
KIGvwV Kal pIkph Bdon 1wvikou kiova. H eioodos nou odnyou-
OE MPOS TN 010G OPEAYICTNKE KAtd tnv tefeutaia ¢paon xph-
ons Tou Kupiou (t€Aos tou 6ou alva) Pe Kuoth Babuidbwtn
KOTOOKEUN and avaxpnaolponoinpéva apxITeKToviKA pén Kal
aoBeotdniBous. Mpokertal NBavws yia kAipaka and t€ooep!s
aoBeotoniBikés Babuibes, n onoia eEUNNPETOUCE TS AVAYKES
pias véas, npOxelpa KATAOKEUAOPEVNS, €yKATAOTAoNS Mou
anaptizetal and ooepIs VEOUS XWPOoUs atn Bopeia Népuya

At the east end of the north portico (26), excavations
brought to light a hoard of coins dating to the age of Pho-
cas (602-610) along with vases of the same period, attesting
both to use of the area in the late 6th century as well as its
hasty abandonment during the turbulent early 7th century.
At the west end of the north portico (25), an accumula-
tion of architectural members was unearthed, including the
drums of fluted and unfluted columns and a small base for
an lonic column. The entrance to the portico was sealed in
the final phase of the building during the late 6th century
with a built stepped construction formed by re-used archi-
tectural members and limestone blocks. This was probably a
staircase of four limestone steps, which served the needs of
a new, makeshift installation of four new rooms in the north
wing of the portico and part of the atrium. Their interiors
were covered by a layer of tiles from the fallen roof. When
this destruction layer was removed in one of these rooms,
the substrate of the mosaic floor in the north portico was re-
vealed. On the basis of the portable finds, these alterations

20V T0iX0 rou
oppdyios tpuApa
NS KpUMtAs otods
(cryptoporticus)
XpNoILonoINBNKe,
WS OIKOOOUIKS
uniké, kepann
yuvaikeiou aydn-
partos, nbavs
ABnvds Anpuvias

In the dry-stone
wall sealing
apartofthe
cryptoporticus,

a head from a
female statue,
probably Athena
Lemnia, was
used as building
material




Mepitunto papud-
pivo nAakidio og
oxnua kepanns
anoyou and to
OUTIKG Glapépioua
twyv «Bayeviwv»

Cut-out marble
plaque in the
shape of a horse
head, from the
west apartment of
the "Vayenia"
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NS 0104s Kal o€ TMhpa tou aiBpiou. To eowTePIKS Tous kadu-
NTETal and OTPWUA PE KEPAUIOES TNS KATAMECUEVNS OTEYNS. L€
évav and tous XmPous Onou apaipédnke autd, anokanueon-
Ke T0 undotpwpa ou Pneidwtou danédou tns Bépeias otods.
Me Bdon ta kivntd eupnpata, n enavaxpnon Ba pnopouoe va
epunveuBei ws npoondBeia dnploupyias VEwY xwpwv dinpé-
PEUONS Kal anoBhkeuons, oto kaiplo autd onpeio, T0 onoio
Adyw s QUOIKNS B€0NS TOU GTNV KOPUPH TOU UYPWDHATOS €Mé-
TpENE Tov €feyxo Kal tn ANYN MPOCTATEUTKMV PETPWY OTNV
Tapaypévn €noxn tou t€AoUs Tou 60U almva.

Kétw and ta dwpdua s Boépeias otods tou nepiotuiiou Oia-
Hoppvovtal kauapookenn diapepiopata, ev €idel avannu-
HaTK®V unodopwy, eNtd and ta onoia éxouv epeuvnBei ava-
oka@iké (28). Enikovwvouv petagy tous Kal Npos Tty Kpuntn
ot0d (29) npos Boppd pe tofwtd Bupaia avoiypara.

O1 unodopés autés EXTNKAV EKTETAPEVN EMIOKEUN PETE TNV
KaTdpPEUON Tou I0oyeiou. XTo oikodopiké unikd evionizoval
EVOWUATWUEVA apXITeKToVIKA pénn kal Bpavopata aydipa-
105 (spolia), peta€y twv onoiwv MBavws kepadh Avtivoou,
yeyovods nou odnyei otn xpovoddynoh Tous PETE 10 20 alw-
va. Katd phkos tou BOPEIoU ToiXou tns Kpunts otods diatn-
pouvtal og peydno UYos T€ooepa aVIOOUEYEDN KAPAPOOKENH
diapepiopata, yvwotd ws «Bayévia» (31). Enkolvwvouv eow-
epIké pe avolypata Kal BUpes evid 6Aa €xouv €10600Us ot
Bopeia nieupd tous. Ta dUo akpivd diaBétouv el06dous ous
nAaivés nAgupés tous. H Unapén twv el066wv anoppintel na-
Aaidtepes eikaoies Nws NPOKeItal yia us 6eCapeves tns noANs.
H napdratn twv xwdpwv otov atova A — A napanépnel o
napdpoles Kataokeués atnv Mounnia (Oikia tou crytoporticus)
kal og dAndes otov kéAno s NanoAns (Baiae), ol onoles €p-
pnvelutnkav s B€pues 1aPatk®@y AOUTPMY PE EVOWUATW-

could be interpreted as an effort to create new living and
storage spaces, which due to its setting at the top of the
hill allowed residents to control the area and take protec-
tive measures during the turbulent late 6th century.

Below the rooms in the north portico of the peristyle, vault-
ed chambers were created as a sort of retaining infrastruc-
ture; seven of these have been excavated (28). They com-
municated with one another and with the cryptoporticus on
the north (29) through arched doorways.

This infrastructure was subject to extensive repairs follow-
ing the collapse of the ground floor. Architectural members
and statue fragments (spolia), including a statue head prop-
ably of Antinoos which would led to a dating after the 2nd
century, were found incorporated into the walls. Along the
north wall of the cryptoporticus, four vaulted apartments
of different sizes known as “Vayenia” (31) are preserved
to a significant height. In the interior they communicated
with one another through openings and doors, while all
had entrances on the north. The two rear rooms also had
side entrances. The presence of these entrances invalidates
earlier conjectures that they were the city’s reservoirs. The

Arnown and voto
s e€€6pas Oéa-
ons ndvw ané ta

platform from the
south on top of
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Anown and Boppd
tou avaronikou
TUNUaros twv
BoAwrwv urno-
Souwv tou oikou,
YVwWOoTwvV ws
«Bayévia»

View from the
north of the east
part of the vaulted
foundations of the
house known as
the “Vayenia”
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HEVOUS OTO OUYKPOTNUA TOUS akdPn Kal Xwpous Aatpeias.
Autés ol Kataokeués anotedouv niBavétata to NANCIEoTEPO
napdinndo and dnoyn apxItektovikns Popphs kai diappub-
pions, wotdoo, Oev gival anapaitnta evOEIKUKES yia tn Xxphon
TOU XWPOU. XT0 £0WwTtepIkS Tou dutkoU diapepiouatos, énou
NPayuatonolnBnke  avaokagikn €peuva, anokanuednkav
peydnes noodtntes pappdpivwy NAak@Y PETAEU twv onoiwy
Kal nepitunta papudpiva nAakidia e eyxdpakta QUUKAE Kal
zwIkG potiBa. MAakidia pe napdpola eyxdpaktn dlakdbopnon
éxouv evioniotel oto Nupgaio - TpikAivio ous Bdies tns Nano-
Ans, 10 onoio xpovofoyeital otnv enoxh tou KAaubiou (41-
54). Ta 10xuphs KAtaokeuns autd Slapepiopata xpnaoipeuav
PONoV TVA ws «avannppa» NS UMNEPKEIUEVNS KATAOKEUNS
OUYKPATMVIAS TS WONAOEIS TS avwdouns.

To avatonikéd diapépiopa dinfa oto dpduo napouciaze ou-
VEXN XpNon €ws tv npwtofuzavuvh nepiodo. Itnv NePIOXN
auth anokadUueBnke CUyKEvipwon voploudtwy (Qonnels)
enoxns Owkd (602-610). H xphon h eniokeyn twv dlauepl-
opdtwy Qaivetal cuvexdpevn ws v enoxn pas. Metatu twv
EUPNUATWVY TWV AVIOTEPWY aPXAIoA0YIKWY CTPWHATWY, NEPI-
AapPdavovtal ToUpKIKES Nines, vouiopata Bevetokpatias, anid
Kar vedtepa énws 6paxpés tou Baoifeiou tns EANGGOs.

alignment of these spaces along an E-W axis recalls similar
constructions in Pompei (House of the Cryptoporticus) or the
thermal baths of the Bay of Naples (Baiae), which even had
areas for worship incorporated into their complex. During
excavations inside the west chamber many marble slabs
were unearthed, including cut-out marble plagues with
incised vegetal and animal motifs. Plaques with similar in-
cised decoration have been found in the Nymphaeum-tri-
clinium at Baiae near Naples, which is dated to the age of
Claudius (41-54). These well-constructed apartments prob-
ably served as a “retaining wall” for the overlying structure,
absorbing the thrust of the superstructure.

The east apartment beside the road was in continuous use
until the Early Byzantine period. A collection of coins (fol-
leis) dating to the reign of Phocas (602-610) was discovered
in this area. These apartments appear to have remained in
continuous use down to modern times. Finds in the up-
per archaeological levels include Turkish pipes and Venetian
and modern coins, including drachmas issued by the King-
dom of Greece.

Further north, at the foot of the hill the remains of an open
reservoir known as the “great reservoir” or “fountain”
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Bopeidtepa, otous npoénodes tou AdPou, diacwzovial a ePEimia
avolkts deCapevns, yvwotns ws «Meyann AeCapeviny N «Kpn-
VN», TNV Oroia OUYKEVTPWVOVTAV PeyAnes Moadtntes vepou (33).
H nuikuknikh O6e€apevn anofnyel ota dutukd oe €ubUypaupo
OKENOS PE KOYXES. LTO KEVIPO NS KAPNUANS €NIQAVEIs ToU TOi-
XOU NS UNdpxouv tooepis NAivol cwAves, PJéow Twy onoiwv
bloxetevovtav ta vepd ot GeCapevn. Katd tus npdopates €peuves
dlaniotwBnke, oe onpeio Grou o Toixos eixe Katanéoel, N UNapén
BoAwths kataokeuns niow and autdv, n oroia NIBavOTata CUYKE-
VIPWVE TO VEPOS MPIV TN SIOXETEUON TOU OTOUS CWANVES.

H be€apevin npénel va Bpiokdtav o€ ouvexh xpnon yia peydno
XPOVIKO S1dotnua, 6nws PJaptupoUV ol IAPOPES ENICKEUES Kal
PETaTpones nou unéot. H onpavukétepn addayn oxetizetal
HE TNV Kataokeun OUo véwv undyeiwv BoNwtwv deEapeviv
EVIOs s apxikns. MpaypatonoinBnke katd v nanaioxpl-
ouavikn nepiodo Kal oxetizetal pe tn peiwon tns diabéoiuns
noodtntas vepou Kal tnv avaykn anoBnkKeuons tou.
Mpononepikd, unnpé&e npoondBeia udpopdaoteuons NGCILOU
vepoU and to ev Adyw onpeio yia us avaykes tns MNpéPRezas.
Kataotpdgnke, 101€, 10 avatodikd tunpa twv apxaiwv Bonw-
v deCapevy, 10 onoio evowpatwinke o pia tetpdywvn
TOIUEVTEVIO KATAOKEUN. TNV avTepn eNIPAVEID Twv BoNwTtwv
SeCapevv avoixtnkav ToIPEVIEVIa GPEGTIA ENIOKEYNS.

H napouoia tns 6eCapevns ocuvnyopsl yia v Unapén Kphvns
A vup@aiou, ixvn tou onoiou gival opatd ota duukd s. Ka-
rnolol toixol Ye oppaylopéva tofwtd avoiyuata 6ev enapkouv
yla va anokataotaBei n yopen tou Kupiou. Eival ndviws npo-
Qavés U N XxwpoBEtnon tou unoyeiou s oIkias Npocapuo-
OTNKE 0€ auTO 10 KpNvaio oIkodOUNWaA, PE TNV KATAOKEUN TNS
HETaYEVEDTEPNS OUTIKNS OTOAS €V PEPEI MAVW OTNV 0POPH TOU.

have been identified, which collected large quantities of
water (33). The semicircular reservoir ended on the west in
a straight side decorated with niches. In the center of the
curved wall surface are four clay pipes through which water
was channeled into the reservoir. During recent excavations,
a vaulted structure was found behind it at a point where the
wall had collapsed; this probably collected the water before
it was channeled into the pipes.

The reservoir must have been in continuous use over a long
period, as attested by the various repairs and alterations it un-
derwent. The most important change was associated with the
construction of two new underground vaulted reservoirs inside
the original one. This was done in Early Christian times, and was
connected with a period of water shortage and the need for
storing it.

Before the war, there was an attempt to draw drinking water
from here for Preveza. For this reason, the east part of the an-
cient vaulted reservoirs was destroyed and incorporated into
a square concrete structure. Concrete manholes were opened
at the top of the vaulted reservoirs.

The reservoir argues for the presence of a fountain or Nym-
phaeum, traces of which are visible to the west. A number of
walls with sealed-up arched openings are insufficient to re-
store the form of the building. However, it is obvious that the
siting of the house’s basement building complex was adapted

Anoyn tns tetpd-
KOyXns Kataokeu-
fs and 6utikd

View of the four-
niche construction
from the west
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Anoyn tou 6po-
pou ota Sutikd tns
oikias

View of the road
west of the house
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To butké okénos s otods (30) NaPOUsIAzEl KATWPEPEID MPOS
Boppd drnou katédnye oto UYos 6pduoU pe KateuBuvon A-A.
Avatoniké n KIovooToixia ts €KAEIVE eV JEPEI E TOIXOUs. AUTKA
avanwooovtal dekatéooepa, toundxiotov, dwudta o€ PecoTol-
xia pe auty, énou undpxouv névie napdBbupa kabws kai dUo
opatés €icodol, Npos  otod. Ta dwpdua (32) eival povoxwped,
nBavétata diIPOPa, OPICUEVA EMIKOVWYVOUV PETAEU TOUS Kal
éxouv TNV KUpla €icodd tous npos SUoAs, NPOS TOV NMAPAKEILIEVO
dpopo (cardo). Tnv napoucia opdPou eniBePalmvel 10 VOTdTEPO
Twv dlapepIoPdTwy, oto onoio Bpiokovtal Agipava KAUAKas.

O 6poépos ata duTKA s oOIKias avAKel otov TUNO WV APTNPIMY
nou eival yvwotés ws cardines, e kateuBuvon B-N. Eival otpwpié-
vos pe aoBeotoiBikés nAdkes Kal akoAouBel v avw@épeia Tou
QuoIkoU AdPou oxnpatizovias nAatiokana. Ztov diaphkn 4&o-
va tou 6podpou Ppédnke UNOYEIOS AMOXETEUTIKOS aywyos (cloaca),
OToV 0M0io anoffnyouv ol aywyol NS oIkias Tou ekdikou Mewpyiou
(34). H oUvbeon twv aywywV PE TO AnoXeTEUTKO oUOTNUA ENEPE-
pe NoAnEs eniokeuss oto 0OOOTPWHA NMou oxetizovtal pe t Sia-
XPOVIKN XpNon Tou OpOpoU €ws Ty nanaioxpiouavikn nepiodo.

to this fountain building, with the construction of the later
west portico set partially atop its roof.

The west side of the portico (30) slopes down to the north,
where it leads to an E-W street. On the east, the portico was
partially closed with walls. On the west, there were at least
fourteen rooms sharing a wall with it, where there are five
windows and two visible entrances facing the portico. The
single rooms (32) were probably two-storied; some commu-
nicated with one another and had their main entrance on
the west adjacent road (cardo). In the southernmost apart-
ment, the staircase remains discovered confirm the existence
of a second floor.

The road west of the house belonged to the type known
as cardines and ran N-S. It was paved in limestone slabs and
followed the incline of the natural terrain, forming various
landings. An underground sewer (cloaca) was found along
the longitudinal axis of the road, where the drainage sys-
tem of the domus of the ekdikos Georgios concluded (34). The
pipes' connection to the sewer system entailed many repairs
to the paving, which were associated with the use of the
road down to the Early Christian period.

Anoyn and voto
s Ntépuyas

ns otods nou odn-
youaoe ota dutikd
Kartaotpata

View from the
south of the wing
of the portico that
led to the west
shops
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Eikovikn avanapd-
01aocn tou oikou
ané Bopeioava-

toAikd (1), ané
votiobutikd (2) kai
ané dvw (3)

Virtual
reconstruction of
the domus from
the northeast (1),
southwest (2) and
from above (3)



2 3 4

Tunuara yAuntwv nou BpéBnkav katd tnv avackapn tou oikou: 1. Andénnwvas 2. ABnvd Anpvia (;)
3. Avtivoos (;) 4. Mdpkos Aupinios (;)

Fragments of sculptures found during the excavations of the domus: 1. Apollo 2. Athena Lemnia (?)
3. Antinoos (?) 4. Marcus Aurelius (?)

Hniaké pondi kai kopivBiakd kiovokpavo and tov 6pdpio GUTIKA tou oikou

Sundial and Corinthian capital from the road west of the domus

Apxitektovikd yumntd and tov oiko: 1. KindiBavtas 2. Kiovékpavo iwviké

Architectural sculptures from the domus: 1. Corbel 2. lonic capital

68

ZuotAuata 66pnons tou oikou / The masonries of the domus:

1.opus (vittatum simplex) mixtum 2. opus (incertum) mixtum 3. opus (quasi reticulatum) mixtum 4.opus
testaceum 5. opus (vittatum) mixtum 6. opus (spicatum) mixtum 7. EponiBid pe spolia / dry -stone wall with
spolia

Aidpopor tinor anééwv tou oikou: 1. opus signinum 2. e pappdpiva niakidia 3. opus tesselatum
Various pavings used in the domus: 1. opus signinum 2. with marble slabs 3. opus tesselatum
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To pikpd
VUMPQIio

Anown tou pikpou
vupaiou and
avaronikd

View of the small

Nymphaeum from
the east
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Ztn dutukn nAsupd tou Spdpou, anévavu and ta Aoutpd s
oikias tou ekdikou Mewpyiou Siatpouvtal ta epginia pias 6i-
MOPOPNS KATAOKEUNS, T0 PIKPO vuppaio ts Nikénodns (35). To
Ktiopa éxel opBoymvia KETown Kal anaptizetal and TPEIs KOYXES
Kal évav TEAnAEUPO XMPO. LoV 6POPO TS KATAOKEUNS UNNp-
xav Oe€apevés, and us onoies 1o vepd Sioxeteudtav péow ponu-
BoIvwv cwAnvwy ous unokeipeves kKoyxes. Kpouvoi dioxéteuav
10 VEPQ, Ta ornoia Yéow PeiBpou Katd PNKoS tns Mpodooyns s
KATaoKeUNSs, KAteANyav otov KEVIPIKO AMOXETEUTKS aywyo.

O1 600 pIKPES KOYXES lval NPIKUKAIKES Kal PEPOLV ENévOUON E0w-
TEPIKA pe KoxUNIa NaKtwpéva og xovipd koviaua. H peyandtepn,
enions NpIKUKAIKAS kdtoyns, epiNogevel oto npIBOAIO ts YngpIdwth
napdotaon Nnpnidas nou innevel Bandooio khtos, ondvio Oefyua
enitoixiou YnPIdwtoU (opus musivum) Tou 20U aiva otov eNNadIkd
xpo. HNnpnida anodidetal nufyupvn, pe 1o Se&f xepl, Auyiopévo,
va aKoupné otov Adipd Tou KNTOUS Kal T0 apIotepd va OTNpIZETal
OT0 OWPa h otnv oupd tou. To owua s Bandooias popPhs eu-
pavizetar HIGOUKTO KAl NApaAnépnel o€ aiNOUPOEIDES, EVOEXOUEVWS
Aeondpbann, Pe To KatWTENO TWAA TOU VA MPOCOoIdzEl o€ 0Upd
Innékapnou h xBuos, pe 1oinAn Buooavwth oupd. Xto Oetf tuhua
s napdotaons anodidetal pe 6otpea NiBavas Bpaxos h appizo-
via Bandooia kUpata. Tnv napdotaon eniotégel peydnwv diaotd-
OEWV YNEPIdWT aneikévion koxuAioU, cupBono tou Bafdooiou

he ruins of a two-story construction, the small Nymphaeum

of Nicopolis (35) are preserved on the west side of the road
across from the baths belonging to the domus. The building
was composed of three niches and a rectangular space. There
were cisterns on the roof, from which water was channeled
through lead pipes to the niches below. Faucets channeled the
water, which ended in the central drainage channel through a
gutter running along the structure’s fagade.
The two small niches are semicircular and have a revetment
on their interior of shells packed in thick mortar. The largest
niche, which was also semicircular, hosted a mosaic repre-
sentation in its semi-domes of a Nereid riding a sea monster,
a rare example of a wall mosaic (opus musivum) of the 2nd
century in the Greek region. The Nereid is depicted as semi-
nude, with her bent right arm resting on the neck of the
beast and her left resting on its body or tail. The body of the
marine figure appears as mottled and recalls felines perhaps
a leopard with its lower section resembling the tail of a sea-
horse or fish and a triple tufted tail. In the right part of the
scene, a rock or foaming sea waves were probably rendered
with shells.

The small
Nymphaeum

H yneidwin
napdotaon tns
Nnpniéas otnv
KEVIPIKN KOYXN TOU
vupQaiou

The wall mosaic of
the Nereid in the
central niche of
the Nymphaeum
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kéopou. To yneidwtd, napouaidzel emdiopBmaoels kal Kanuponke
Katd tnv npwtofuzavuvi NePiodo PE XOVIPN OTRMON KOVIAPATOS
Siakoounpévn, cUPPWVA JE TOV MPWTO AVAOKAPEQD, UE ypantous
otaupoUs h nayvia. To pétwno s Kaudpas s idias Kéyxns ¢i-
Aotevouoe enions Yneidwt napdotacn, n oroia Bpébnke karta-
NeCPEVN pnpootd tns. Mapiotavel Nikn ev KIVAGEl, o€ AgUKO KAUMO,
e nodhpn XIttva, va Kpatdel oto aplotepd xépi kAadi golvika Kal
oto npotetapévo Oegf éva atepavi and Noyxdoxnpa euAa vepo-
k&Aapou (typha augustifolia h typha augustata). AvTiotoIxo Cte@av
KQl TUAKA TOU XePIOU MOU TO Kpatd owzetal ota aplotepd s Nikns
katadeikvuovias Ty Unapén kai deUtepns aviwnd tonofetnyé-
vns. Avdueoa ous dUo Nikes napepanietal eniypapn pe i Aén
AKTIA, n onoia o€ ouvduaoud PE Ta OtEPAvIa NAPANéUnEl otous
QYVES TwV AKTIV.

Ye pia and us nAdkes tou 6pdpou, nanciov s diactalpw-
ONs ToU PE Tov decumanus maximus, UNGPXEl Xapaypevn pia
kukAikh tpifiza (tabula lusoria, 36). Xn cupyPoin pE tnv Ke-
VIpIKN Agw@dpo (decumanus maximus) UNAPXEl TERAywVN
Kataokeun, niBavas pikphn kphvn (37), ta nieovézovia vepd
ns onofas katAnyav o€ afabés peiBpo oto Bopeio nezodpod-
Hio Ins Aew@dpou. Avtiotoixo peiBpo anokanueBnke Kal oto
vOuo Nezodpopio, 1o onoio eEUNNPETOUCE TNV anoppon twv
VEPWV OTOUS UMOKEIPEVOUS aywyous péow gpeatiou kabapl-
opou (39). Avtiotoixa gpedtia eniokeyns nou eEunnpetoloav
otov KaBapIopd Twv KEVIPIKWV aywymV TOU AMOXETEUTIKOU
ouoTNUatos (cloacae) €ival 0patd Kal OTOUS MAPAKEIUEVOUS
Opoduovus (34, 40, 41).

The scene was surmounted by a large-scale mosaic depic-
tion of a shell, symbol of the maritime world. The mosaic
shows repairs and was covered during the Early Byzantine
period with a thick layer of mortar that according to the
first excavator was decorated with painted crosses or pea-
cocks. The front of the vault of this niche also hosted a
mosaic representation which was found fallen in front of it.
It depicts a Nike in motion on a white background wearing
a long chiton, holding a palm branch in her left hand and
a wreath of lanceolate bulrushes (typha augustifolia or typha
augustata) in her extended right hand. A similar wreath and
part of the hand holding it survives to the left of the Nike,
demonstrating the presence of a second figure set oppo-
site her. Between the two Nikes there was interposed an
inscription with the word AKTIA, which in combination with
the wreaths recalls the Actian Games, where wreaths of
bulrushes were given as prizes.

A circular tic-tac-toe game (tabula lusoria) (36) is carved on a paving
slab of the road near its intersection with the decumanus maximus.
At its junction with the main avenue (decumanus maximus) there
is a square construction, possibly a small fountain (37) whose ex-
cess water ended in a shallow gutter along the avenue’s north
sidewalk. A corresponding gutter was uncovered on the south
sidewalk, which served for the run-off of water to the underlying
channels via a manhole (39). Similar manholes for cleaning the
central drains of the sewage system (cloacae) are also visible on
adjacent streets (34, 40, 41).

H wnpidwin
napdotaocn 6Uo
aviwnwv Nikwv ev
KIVAGE! Kal peta&l
ToUs n enypagn
AKTIA

The mosaic
representation
of two Nikes in
motion facing
each other with
the inscription
AKTIA in between
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H pakpaiwvn xpnon tns AEw@dPou KATadEIKVUETAl PE TS PETa-
ponés nou 6éxbnke katd tnv npwtoPfuzavuvn nepiodo. H otod
otV NpdooYn NS OIKias Kal TUAYA Tou Nezodpouiou €unpo-
0Bev s oikias kataAn@Bnkav and vEous XWPOUS, eV otn VO-
tua nAsupd tou Opdpou, napadinia pe to nafaloxpiouavikd
teixos anokanu@Bnke pia ogipd NPOXeIPA KATAOKEUAOUEVWVY
Xpwv (38). 10 eowtepIkd evos and autous PBpébnkav duo
peydnor anoBnkeutkof niBol, kepauikn, epyansia kal vopiopa-
1a, 0 onoia opizouv, pazi ge andKpuyn Xpuomv Kal XAAKIVWV
VOUIOUATWY O MNAPAKEIPEVO XWPO, Eva terminus post quem yid
NV eyKATAAEIPn NS NEPIOXNS OUS APXES TOU 70U aIdVa.

«O1 oIkies avBpmnwy and kadh Yevid Mou €XOUV KOIVWVIKES
UMOXPEWOEIS, KaBWs PpEpouv agicpata kal aokouv v apxn,
npénel va éxouv Bacifikd npdBbupa pe peydno Uos, eupUxwpa
aiBpia kar nepiotnia, eKTEtapévous OevOPWVES Kal EUPEIS MepI-
nétous, 6Aa Quaypéva e pyeyanonpéneia- npénel emnnéov va
éxouv BIBAIoBNKes Kal BaciNiKES KATAOKEUAOUEVES LE TO EYO-
Aeio dnpooiwv Kupiwy, apou ekel ouvépxovial cupBounia kal
kpivovtal kai emAvovtar 1biwtkés Slapopés» (Birpoupios, Mépi
ADPXITEKTOVIKNS, 6.5.2).

H popon s oikias tou ekbikou Mewpyiou avtavakid us npou-
UAoEIS Tou avBpwnou nou 1o avivelipe anid kal us ouvnBeies
s €NoxNs Tou. Av Kal bev yvwpizoupe 1o Gvopd tou, eivarl ékdn-
Ao nws Atav 161aitepa eCOIKEIWPEVOS PE TO PWUAIKS TPOMNO Zwhs.
H kd&toyn tns oikias, nou avadeikvUel tov noAuten s xapakth-
pa, avtanokpivetal og ofkous enipavawv Pwpaiwy, onws autol
neplypdgovtal and tov Brpoufio kal pas gival yvwaotoi and my
avaokagikh okandvn og néneis énws n Mopnnia (A.x. n Oikia
tou ®auvou) kai 1o HpdkAeio (A.x. n Oikia tou Mooeidwva Kal
s APQITpitns).

Apxik@ oikodopnBnke n Kupiws olkia ndvw otov AGPOo Kal
peténerta onokANpwONKe N diapdpPwon twv BoAwtwy uno-
bdopwv oto Poépeio avadnpud ms. Ta NpwIpOTEPT OTPWUA-
Toypa@nuéva Kivntd euphpata tonoBetolv tnv Npwin gaon
ToU Kupiou oto beUtepo pIod tou Tou aidva. Metayevéotepa
éyivav petatponés, peyanutepes (npooBnkn kpuntis otods,
adfayh eowtepikhs diappuBuions, epatipyo I06dwv K.T.A.)
N LIkpotepes (endivpBwon danédwy, BéAwv, enevOUaEls), Ol
onoies wotdoo Oev afdoiwoav v KAtoyn s KUpiws OIKi-
as otnv kopu®h tou Ad@ou. Or KATaoKEUES autés pnopouyv
va tonoBenBouv and otpwpatoypa@nuéva Kivntd euphpata
oto HeUtePo PIod Tou 20U aiwva. Tnv idia enoxn tonobeteital
Kal enokeun twv BOAwvY tou unoyeiou (28) katd v onoia

The avenue's long lifespan is shown by the alterations it
underwent during Early Byzantine times. The portico on the
facade of the house and part of the sidewalk in front of
it were occupied by new spaces, while on the south side
of the street and parallel to the Early Christian wall, a se-
ries of makeshift rooms was uncovered (38). Inside one of
these two large storage pithoi, pottery, tools, and coins
were found, establishing together with a hoard of gold and
bronze coins from an adjacent room, a terminus post quem
for the abandonment of the area in the early 7th century.

“But for nobles, who in bearing honors and discharging the
duties of the magistracy, must have much intercourse with
the citizens, princely vestibules must be provided, lofty atria,
and spacious peristylia, groves and extensive walks, finished
in a magnificent style. In addition to these, libraries, pinaco-
thecae, and basilicae, of similar form to those which are for
public use, are to be provided; for in the houses of the noble,
the affairs of the public, and the decisions and judgement of
private causes are often determined” (Vitruvius, On Architec-
ture6.5.2, trans. J. Gwilt)

The form of the domus of the ekdikos Georgios reflects the
preferences of the man who built it as well as the customs
of his age. While we do not know his name, he was clearly
familiar with the Roman way of life. The floor plan of the
house, which shows its luxurious character, corresponds
to those of eminent Romans as described by Vitruvius and
known to us from excavations in cities like Pompeii (e.g. the
House of the Faun) and Herculaneum (e.g. the House of Po-
seidon and Amphitrite).

Initially, the main residence was built atop the hill, and the
vaulted infrastructure of its north retaining wall was com-
pleted later. The earliest stratified portable finds date the
building’s first phase to the second half of the 1st century.
Subsequently there were alterations both major (addition
of the cryptoporticus, change of interior layout, blocking of
entrances etc.) and minor (repairs to floors, vaults, revet-
ments), but these did not alter the floor plan of the main
residence at the summit of the hill. These constructions are
datable on the basis of stratified portable finds to the sec-
ond half of the 2nd century. The repairs to the basement
vaults (28) in which statue fragments (spolia) were used as
building material date to the same period.

The building appears to have suffered extensive damage,
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xpnolgonoinBnkav ws oikodopikd udikd (spolia) Bpauopata
ayéApatos.

Qaivetal, wWOtdo0, NWS T0 KUPIO UMECTN EKTETAPEVES KATAOTPO-
@és niBavétata Katd tov 30 aiwva, ol onoies odhynoav dueoa o
eupeia avoikodoépnon nou oAokANPWONKE Katd tov 40 aimva.
MpaypatonoinBnkav onuavukés affayés, onws n eykatdotacn
TOU PIKpoU Aoutpoy, n petatponh tou aibpiou oe tetpdotuno,
N aVOKATOOKEUN TNS OTEYNS KAl N KOTAOKEUN VEOU WNPIOwToU
dangédou otn otod. MBavov ol napandvw adfayés oxetizovtal
pe tnv eykatdotaon tou lewpyi-
ou, ekbikou s nonns, npoadi-
dovtas otnv oikia évav dnudaoio
XapaKINpa, kabBws oe auth uno-
dexotav Tous Monites.

H oikia nap€peive o ouvexn xpn-
on o€ 6An n d1GpKeia ths naal-
oxplouavikns nepiddou, ondte
n Aeoupyia KAEMolwy XWPwv
napépeive idia (Bepivo tpikAivio), evid kanoiwv dndwv petaBnn-
Bnke (petatponn eBivonwpivou tpikAviou oE kouziva). H dnoyn
nws AEITOUPYNCE WS ENICKOMIKO PUEYapPO, KUpiws Adyw NS yertvi-
aons s e t Pacidikn A, Oe pnopei BéPaia va anokelobei, e
10 péxpl onpepa Sedopgva duws, dev eniBePaimvetal. dOaivertal
AU N OIKia XpNOIPONOIEital JEXPI Ta JEOT TOU BOU alwva, onote
PEYANo TNPA TNS KATAOTPEPETAl. X€ XpNon napapével n Bopeia
MtépUya, Nou agiornoloUce T GpUOIKA B€a ToU UPWUATOS NAPEXO-
VIS TAUTOXPOVA €NEyX0 Kal MPOOoTacia ots Tapaypéves OUVONKES
ToU Aous Tou 6ou aiwva. H opiotukn eykatdAeiyn s oikias
pe Béon ta apxaionoyikd dedopéva tonobeteital miBavétata ous
QPXES TOU 70U aIva.

however, probably in the 3rd century, leading directly to a
large-scale reconstruction which was completed in the 4th
century. Major changes were carried out, including the instal-
lation of the small baths, the conversion of the atrium into a
tetrastyle, the reconstruction of the roof, and the construc-
tion of a new mosaic floor in the portico. These changes were
probably associated with the establishment of the city's ek-
dikos Georgios in the residence; given that he received citizens
there, these changes lent the
domus a public character.
The house remained in con-
tinuous use throughout Early
Christian times, when the
function of some spaces re-
mained the same (e.g. the
summer triclinium), while that
of others changed (conversion
of the autumn triclinium to a
kitchen). The view that it functioned as the Bishop's residence,
chiefly due to its proximity to Basilica A, can be neither rejected
nor confirmed based on the archaeological evidence to date.
The house appears to have continued in use until the mid-6th
century, when much of it was destroyed. The north wing re-
mained in use, taking advantage of the natural view afforded
by the hill, which simultaneously provided both control and
protection in the turbulent late 6th century. Archaeological evi-
dence suggests the domus was probably abandoned for good
in the early 7th century.
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